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Introduction 

____________________________________________________________ 
 

Welcome to 40 Days of Prayer and Fasting +8 
 

You are beginning a journey…a journey of drawing nearer to God through prayer 

and fasting.  God will use this journey to draw you closer in your relationship to 

Him.  I always like to think that God uses focused periods of prayer and fasting to 

help us grow deeper in our spiritual walk.  These times have a beginning and an 

ending.  These times may not be sustainable over a long period of time but the 

good news of it all; we never go back to the place we were before this time 

started!  We hunger for something deeper. 

 

I would encourage you to find a way to draw near to God through fasting.  There 

are many different types of fasts and many things you can do to substitute as a 

fast, if you are unable to fast.  The main idea is to give up something for the 40 

Days and focus more on God.  You can set aside a meal, a day, an activity, a 

particular item, or whatever it is that will be a reminder to you for prayer.  

Nothing will see greater results than a greater effort to draw near to God through 

prayer and fasting.  Jesus spoke to His disciples and said, “When you fast…” not 

“if” you fast.  So, it is understood that believers need to add this discipline into 

their lives.   

 

I would encourage you to also find a creative way to deepen your prayer life 

during this time.  If you are unable to take time to pray while you are fasting, 

whatever the type of fast you are using, then, build in a separate time where you 

can devote yourself to some extra times of prayer. I love Matthew Henry’s 

statement, “When God intends a great mercy for His people, He first sets His 

church to praying.”   

 

We are also providing a Devotional Journal for 48 days.  The 40 days begins on a 

Tuesday, 40 days before Easter.  This time we are including eight extra days in 

our devotional, post Easter.  The sermons each week will be selected from the 

devotionals for that week and will heighten your understanding of the Passion 

Week of Jesus.  Our title is called “Redemption’s Song; The Gospel in Perfect 

Harmony.”  We are using all four gospels in a chronological pattern to give you 

the full understanding of Jesus’ last week on earth!  Our pastors and some of our 

directors have chosen to write these devotionals for you.  I believe you will be 

encouraged and challenged as you work through the 48 days. 

 

So glad you have chosen to join us in the journey.  You are joining hundreds of 

others who are seeking to draw near to God…and because you are…He promises 

to draw near to you! 

 

“Come close to God, and God will come close to you…”  James 4:8a 

 

        Arlie Davis – Lead Pastor 



Here are some great quotes that will be helpful as you meditate on how God 

is working in your life through this prayer and fasting emphasis.  These are 

great social media posts, as well. 

 

“The purpose of fasting is to loosen to some degree the ties which bind us to the 

world of material things and our surroundings as a whole, in order that we may 

concentrate all our spiritual powers upon the unseen and eternal things.” –Ole 

Kristian O Hallesby 

 

“Fasting is important, more important perhaps, than many of us have 

supposed…when exercised with a pure heart and a right motive, fasting may 

provide us with a key to unlock doors where other keys have failed; a window 

opening up new horizons in the unseen world; a spiritual weapon of God’s 

provision, mighty, to the pulling down of strongholds.” (God’s Chosen Fast) –

Arthur Wallis 

 

"Prayer is reaching out after the unseen; fasting is letting go of all that is seen 

and temporal. Fasting helps express, deepen, confirm the resolution that we are 

ready to sacrifice anything, even ourselves to attain what we seek for the kingdom 

of God." - Andrew Murray 

 

"One way to begin to see how vastly indulgent we usually are is to fast. It is a long 

day that is not broken by the usual three meals. One finds out what an astonishing 

amount of time is spent in the planning, purchasing, preparing, eating, and 

cleaning up of meals."  - Elisabeth Elliot 

 

"The abstinence is not to be an end in itself but rather for the purpose of being 

separated to the Lord and to concentrate on godliness. This kind of fasting 

reduces the influence of our self-will and invites the Holy Spirit to do a more 

intense work in us."  - William Thrasher 

 

"Fasting is abstaining from anything that hinders prayer."  - Andrew Bonar 

 

“Christian fasting, at its root, is the hunger of a homesickness for God” 

 John Piper 

 

“Fasting is an offering of emptiness to show where fullness can be found. It is a 

sacrifice of need and hunger.” John Piper 

 

“We tend to think of fasting as going without food. But we can fast from anything. 

If we love music and decide to miss a concert in order to spend time with God, 

that is fasting. It is helpful to think of the parallel of human friendship. When 

friends need to be together, they will cancel all other activities in order to make 

that possible. There's nothing magical about fasting. It's just one way of telling 

God that your priority at that moment is to be alone with him, sorting out 

whatever is necessary, and you have cancelled the meal, party, concert, or 

whatever else you had planned to do in order to fulfill that priority.” – J.I.Packer 
 

 

Day 1             February 20  
 

Daily Readings:  Matt. 21:1-11, Mark 11:1-11; Luke 19:28-44, John 12:12-19 

 

Jesus Arrives At Jerusalem 
 

Much of Jesus’ ministry, as recorded in the Gospels, happens in the northern part 

of Israel – near the Sea of Galilee – in the area where Jesus grew up.  However, 

OT Scripture prophesied that the Messiah had to go to Jerusalem, suffer, and die, 

and thus Jesus was intentionally guiding His group of disciples toward the Holy 

City.  He even warned them three times along the way that when they got to 

Jerusalem He would be betrayed, condemned to death, beaten, killed, and then rise 

from the dead.  If Jesus knew all this was going to happen, wouldn’t you think He 

would have chosen to avoid going to Jerusalem?  Yes, for sure, if Jesus’ goal 

would have been to save His own life, or to be the earthly king as many hoped He 

would be.  However, Jesus had a much different goal. 
 

As the group approached Bethphage, a village a little over a mile from Jerusalem, 

Jesus sent 2 disciples ahead to find the colt of a donkey for Him to ride for this 

last part of His journey to Jerusalem.  Did He do this because He was tired of 

walking?  No – everything Jesus did on this journey and in the days leading up to 

His crucifixion were very intentional.  This scene is no different.  Jesus 

orchestrated even this scene with the donkey to fulfill Scripture.  Zechariah 9:9 

records “See your king comes to you, righteous and having salvation, gentle (or 

humble) and riding on a donkey, on a colt, the foal of a donkey.” 
 

As Jesus made his way along the last mile or so, to Jerusalem, His disciples and 

the other people walking with Him, cut branches from the fields and trees.  They 

waved them and placed them on the road, along with their outer garments.  This is 

how they would have welcomed a beloved king to the city.  (John’s Gospel 

indicates that palm branches were used and this is where we derive our 

observance of Palm Sunday the week before Easter).  In addition, they were 

shouting, “Hosanna to the Son of David” and “Blessed is he who comes in the 

name of the Lord”, and “Hosanna in the highest”.  Even the phrases the people 

were shouting fulfilled Scripture.  These same words are in Psalm 118:25-26 and 

were often used as praises to God.  Today, let us praise God for His indescribable 

gift to us – our Savior – Jesus Christ. 
 

Prayer 

Lord, help me today, and throughout these 40 days, to remember to give You 

praise – just because you deserve our praise.  Hosanna to You, Lord!  Hosanna in 

the highest!!  Amen. 

Ken Paulhamus - Administrative Pastor 
 

Notes  ____________________________________________________________ 

 _________________________________________________________________ 

 _________________________________________________________________ 

__________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________ 
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Day 2              February 21  
 

Daily Readings:  Matthew 21:12-17; Mark 11:12-18 

 

Always in Season 
 

Mark 11:12-14 

I’m no farmer, but I cook often enough to know when the prime season is for 

buying most fruits. We live in central Pennsylvania, so we can expect that to have 

strawberries in January… they’re not going to be local! There’s nothing like biting 

into a fresh local strawberry in the right season. Our lives are supposed to bear 

fruit also, spiritual fruit. After all, God created us to do good things, which He 

prepared in advance for us. We’re saved, and then we’re given a mission to reach 

our world with the message of Jesus. Humans are rather motivated when they can 

see something in action, and so God assigns us with gifts and tasks to physically 

show that message to a dying world.  

 

When Jesus came across the fig tree in Mark 11, He found no fruit. If Jesus was 

fully God, then wouldn’t He understand that it wasn’t the season for figs? It was a 

time when the tree was preparing for fig season, but not the stage where fruit was 

visible or available. Jesus cursed the tree, and caused it to wither. I don’t think He 

was mad at the tree. I’m not sure Jesus being disappointed about a delayed lunch 

would be that noteworthy to us 2,000 some years later. I believe the message for 

us is much deeper. 
 

Spiritually, our lives are to be in fruit-bearing season… always. We are to be a 

living and visible demonstration of God at work in us. Because it’s Him working 

through us, we don’t have to force fruit to show. It’s a daily surrender, allowing 

Him to produce good things through our lives. So, if He is alive in me today, my 

life will bear fruit to prove His existence in me. When is the season to bear 

spiritual fruit? It’s today! It’s tomorrow and every day that I claim to have Christ 

living in me! Jesus is asking us to always be ready for His return, and 

consequently, the fruit of His Spirit living in me is always in season… as long as 

He’s alive in me today! 
 

Prayer 

Holy Spirit, I know that You’re alive and well in me today! For that reason, let my 

life be a living example of love, joy, peace, patience, kindness, goodness, 

faithfulness, gentleness and self-control. There is no law against these things, and 

I want my life to show them each and every day. In Jesus’ Name, Amen. 

 

Ryan Brosious – Worship Arts Pastor 

 

Notes_____________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________ 

 

Day 3            February 22 
 

Daily Readings: Matthew 21:12-17; Mark 11:15-18; Luke 19:45-48;  

  John 12:20-50 
 

The Misunderstood Sacrifice 
 

The scene was set. It was Monday. On Sunday, Jesus received one of the greatest 

entries into a town that anyone could receive. Jesus was entering the last week of 

His life, and He knew it. On this Monday, Jesus was no longer basking in the 

lavish entry. Jesus was mad. Why? 
 

Have you ever had the best day of your life and then the next day it seems to be 

the worst day of your life? I often have the following thought when things are 

going really well, “What bad thing is going to happen next? I cannot feel this good 

without something bad bringing me back down to reality!” When I was beginning 

college in 2002, I was elated! My roommate was awesome and I was on my own! 

Things were going really well. Then, the first week of classes came and I received 

a phone call from home. I had learned that my grandpa had passed away. I was 

close with my grandpa and the news crushed any happiness I was feeling about 

college.  
 

Jesus had an experience like this. Palm Sunday (what we call the Triumphant 

Entry in the 21st Century) was a celebration of the promised Messiah! Then, the 

next day, Jesus confronts evil happening in the Temple—a place designated for 

prayer and worship. It was where people would come to draw close to God, but it 

was being overrun with thieves. This angered Jesus. Goods were being sold for 

ridiculous prices. These goods were needed for Temple sacrifice—doves, oxen, 

etc. One problem was that buying and selling were supposed to happen outside the 

Temple walls. The biggest problem, though, was the price gouging that was 

happening with the merchants. What were the people not understanding about the 

message of Jesus? 
 

That struggle would soon be over when Jesus would pay the ultimate sacrifice on 

the cross. No longer is there a need for Temple sacrifice. The Temple would 

become the human body—God dwelling in us through the Holy Spirit. My 

question to you is, “What are you doing to keep your temple a place of prayer and 

worship?” What are you allowing yourself to watch, eat, listen to, and feel? What 

does God need to drive out of you to cleanse your temple?  
 

Prayer 

Lord, as I walk through this day, help me to look for those things that You need to 

get rid of in my life. Convict me of anything I am doing that would hinder my 

prayer and worship to You. Help me seek your Holy Spirit and obey His 

promptings. I love You, Lord. Amen. 
 

Branden Mestach – Youth Pastor 

Notes_____________________________________________________________ 

____________________________________________________________

____________________________________________________________ 

4 5 



7 

Day 4                        February 23 
 

Daily Readings:  Matthew 21:20-22;  Mark 11:19-26 
 

Alignment 
 

Did you ever see a tractor-trailer going down the road that looked a little sideways? If 

the back tires had their druthers, they would go west instead of north? I had a truck-

savvy buddy educate me with what was happening—the trailer was out of alignment. 

Sure, ultimately, it was going in the same direction, but the tires wore out more 

quickly, the trailer wasn’t as effective, the gas mileage suffered, and on and on the list 

went. 
 

Alignment is crucial. It’s vital when it comes to our faith. Jesus had a lesson about 

alignment. The day after cursing a tree, it was withered. Jesus points to the amazement 

of His disciples. Have faith in God. I don’t know about you, but this makes me 

evaluate my prayers. Am I praying too small? Is my faith, displayed by my actions, on 

something other than God? Am I praying in alignment with His Will? 
 

Our Heavenly Father calls us to believe and not doubt (James 1:6). John shares another 

signpost in writing, “This is the confidence we have in approaching God: that if we 

ask anything according to His will, He hears us. And if we know that He hears us—

whatever we ask—we know that we have what we asked of Him.” (1 John 5:14-15). 

According to His Will: alignment. The road of life has enough difficulty of its own. 

Why not align our hearts to the pulse of the One who loves us with perfection? 
 

How vital then is our prayer life? Growing up, a phrase would come up at different 

times: No prayer, no power; little prayer, little power; much prayer, much power. 

Jesus always has a lesson to teach us and He had one for the disciples the day they 

passed by the fig tree for the second time. Jesus taught His disciples the connection 

between prayer, belief, and reception. How incredible are those words, “Whatever you 

ask for in prayer, believe that you have received it, and it will be yours”! 
 

Jesus wanted His disciples’ faith in God--not in wealth, not in overthrowing Rome, not 

in fame. In Him. Asking God to do what He wants to do creates a supernatural 

alignment in our hearts. Perhaps the lesson here came to greater fruition when Jesus 

implored His Father in Heaven with, “Yet not as I will, but as You will.” 

 

Prayer 

Lord, the only reason I exist is because of You. Today, please align my heart to 

Your will, that when I pray, and how I live will be in order with what you want in 

my life and through my life.  In Jesus’ Name I pray, Amen. 
 

    Mike Sweigard – Family Life Pastor 
 

Notes_____________________________________________________________ 

____________________________________________________________ 

 

Day 5                February 24 
 

Daily Readings:  Matthew 21:23-22:14; Mark 11:27-12:12; Luke 20:1-19 

 

The Parable of Two Sons 
Matthew 21:28-32 

When Jesus spoke to the crowds, He often spoke in parables. A parable is “a 

simple story used to illustrate a moral or spiritual lesson” and always left the 

crowds with thoughts on which to meditate deeper. This parable was all about 

choices! Often times in life, we are given choices…choices to obey or disobey, 

choices toward good or better, choices to say yes, or choices to wait. Sometimes, 

when choices come to us, we quickly respond with a “No” but later reconsider and 

change our minds. When I was growing up in my home, I often heard my dad say 

“No!” to many of our requests. But, I knew if I waited a bit and he thought it over, 

he might say, “Yes!” 
 

This was the case in the parable of the two sons. The first son said, “No!”  But, 

after giving it some thought, he changed his mind and went and did what the 

father was asking. How many times in our lives, do we respond hastily and think 

that whatever is before us is impossible. We emotionally view the challenge and 

fully decide, “It’s not for me!” But, when we begin to think about it, pray about it, 

and trust God, we see that it’s very possible for us…in fact, we can respond with a 

definite “Yes!” We now have both the understanding, the purpose, the plan, the 

energy, and God’s help to fulfill the request before us. 
 

The second son quickly responded with a “Yes!” This son, however, had not 

given good thought to the request before him. Instead of fulfilling the request in 

which he had agreed, he let it slide, put it off, delayed, and ultimately disobeyed! 

How often are we caught in the trap of procrastination? We say “Yes” before we 

think it over, we don’t give the request the consideration needed, we don’t think 

about all aspects of the request, we forget, and it gets buried under a pile of other 

requests or responsibilities. I am sure the motive and intention of the second son 

was good—he just lacked the follow through to make it happen. This is the same 

trap we build for ourselves and we easily fall into it!   
 

The next time I am given a request, I need to pause before I say “No” or “Yes!”  

God will give me the wisdom as to what requests I need to respond to and the 

power to fulfill it when He leads. 
 

Prayer 

Lord, help me to have your wisdom today to know when to say “Yes” or “No” to 

the many requests that come into my life and the power to fulfill it when You are 

leading. When it is Your request, Lord, equip me with the power to always fulfill 

it, that I might always say, “Yes!” 

     Arlie Davis – Lead Pastor 
 

Notes  ____________________________________________________________ 

____________________________________________________________

____________________________________________________________ 
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Day 6               February 25 

 
Daily Readings:  Matthew 22:15 – 22; Mark 12:13 - 17 
 

Our Fidelity and Loyalty to Jesus Christ 
 

In these passages of the Gospel, we found some conflicts of the different religious 

groups of the time with Jesus and refer specifically to the Pharisees and the 

Herodians. They went to ask Jesus about the payment of tribute to Rome, not with 

the honest and sincere purpose to know His opinion, but with the aim of setting a 

trap that would allow them to accuse Him of being against the empire. 

In this occasion, the Pharisees did not confront Jesus directly as they had done 

before but sent their disciples as messengers. The "alliance" between the Pharisees 

and the Herodians is interesting because they had different beliefs and different 

social status. The Pharisees were a religious sect and the Herodians were a 

political party that supported the government of Rome. They were opposing 

groups, but this time, they could unite against Jesus. 

 

1. A question to tempt Jesus 

The envoys address Jesus in a flattering and hypocritical way, saying: "Teacher, 

we know that You are a lover of the truth and that You teach truthfully the way of 

God, and do not take care of anyone because You do not look at the appearance of 

men". With those words, it would seem that they recognized Him as a Teacher 

who taught the truth, who did not allow Himself to be bribed by anyone, and who 

did not discriminate against anyone. But the real intention of this question was to 

engage Jesus with the answer before the Jewish people and before the Roman 

government. 

 

After the flattering introduction, they ask the question: "Is it permissible to pay 

tribute to Caesar, or not?"  

The payment of taxes was a sensitive issue for the Jewish population. It may be 

that the question Jesus referred to the taxation, which was a personal tribute to be 

paid to Caesar by all persons.  

Jesus realized the intention of the hearts of those who asked Him, and that is why 

He says to them: "Why do you test me, hypocrites?". On several occasions, Jesus 

called the Pharisees hypocrites, because they seemed to say sincere words but the 

spirit that inspired them was another. 

 

2. The unexpected response of Jesus 

Any answer committed Jesus. If Jesus said no, He was against the Roman Empire 

and its tax system. If He said yes, His role as a Jewish prophet was questioned 

since the payment of the tribute was a way to subdue the Jewish population and 

establishing authority, besides being a source of wealth for Rome, which 

provoked resentment, especially of the poor people, and encouraged rebellion.  

Jesus does not respond immediately. First, He asks to be shown a coin. They show 

him a denarius, a coin that displayed the image and titles of the emperor who was 

recognized as the supreme authority.  

 

 

 

 

Jesus continues to dialogue with them and asks them: "Whose image is this? And 

whose inscription?" Jesus lets them give the answer. They responded (how it  

could be otherwise), "From Caesar". Then, Jesus gives His final answer: "Give 

therefore to Caesar what is Caesar's, and to God what is God's". The disciples of 

the Pharisees and the Herodians then had no recourse to continue asking Jesus and 

withdrew. 

 

3. To whom do we owe fidelity? 

Christians of all times have asked themselves: to whom should I obey? Who 

deserves all our fidelity? The apostles had it clear. When "they commanded that 

they should in no way speak or teach in the name of Jesus," and had to choose 

between obeying Christ and obeying the authorities, Peter and John responded: 

"Judge whether it is right before God to obey you or to obey God "(Acts 4: 18-20). 

In many cases, fidelity to God rather than men led the disciples of Jesus to suffer 

martyrdom. 

What should we do? Start to free ourselves. Stop being obsessed with money. 

Start to take care of your own spiritual life. Take care of people. Take care of your 

neighbor, and of God. It is a peaceful change that we must begin to follow God 

and His commandments if we want to be happy. The other path, sooner or later, 

will only lead to perdition. It is time to change and the change must be radical. 

That is why the Lord tells us that we must be born again, not by returning to the 

womb, but by allowing ourselves to invite Him as our Savior in our hearts and to 

be baptized by the Father, the Son, and the Holy Spirit in order to proceed as God 

commands us. "Whose image is this and the inscription?" They said to him, "From 

Caesar." Jesus said to them: “The thing about Caesar, give it back to Caesar, and 

about God, to God.” 

 

Prayer 

Holy Father, do not let us allow ourselves to be seduced by money and riches, 

which corrupt our souls and our hearts, rather, that we give ourselves fully to 

Your Will, forgetting ourselves and all our riches... Please, help us to show in our 

lives the true Light and love from You with the people around us. We ask this 

through our Lord Jesus Christ …Amen 

 

Immer Ramirez – Hispanic Ministries Pastor 

 

 

 

 

Notes_____________________________________________________________

____________________________________________________________

____________________________________________________________

____________________________________________________________

____________________________________________________________

____________________________________________________________ 

 



Day 7             February 26  

 
Daily Readings:  Matthew 22:23-33, Mark 12:18-17, Luke 20:27-40 

 

 

 

Sadducees Question the Resurrection 
 

The Sadducees, a sect of religious professionals known mostly for being 

privileged and aligning themselves with whatever foreign power was then-ruling 

Jerusalem (Rome at this point), were arguing with Jesus not out of idle curiosity, 

but with an aim to trip Him up. They didn’t believe in the resurrection. To believe 

in the resurrection would make their political stance silly. Why align with political 

power if God will eventually wipe the slate clean and then set the world’s order 

right?  

 

And so, they test Jesus. Surely marriage is a problem if there is a resurrection. 

Whose husband would this woman be in the next life if she had all seven in this 

life? In a few words, Jesus sets them back on the right path by quoting a common 

authority (Moses) and showing that their question is short-sighted and misses the 

point. 

 

Prayer 

“Dear Jesus, will you please show me how I challenge you with my short-

sightedness? And when you do correct me, thanks for your always-appropriate 

approach; calling me foolish when I need to be put in my place, and gently 

reminding me of the truth when I speak out of brokenness. Amen.” 

 

Erik Ireland - Relational Care Pastor 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Notes  ____________________________________________________________ 

____________________________________________________________

____________________________________________________________

____________________________________________________________

____________________________________________________________

____________________________________________________________ 

____________________________________________________________ 

 

 

 

 

Day 8          February 27 

 
Daily Readings: Matthew 22: 34-40; Mark 12:28-34 

 

The Pharisees Question Jesus 
 

The written law in Jesus’ time was what the Pharisees lived by to please God, so 

they wanted to try to test Jesus to see which one was the most important. Instead 

of choosing one from the written law, Jesus chose to take another route. A route 

that went against the social norms of His day, which He often took. Jesus tells the 

Pharisees that you should first love the Lord with all your heart, soul, mind, and 

strength; and second, to love your neighbor as yourself. I am sure this caused the 

Pharisees to react with confusion and possibly anger at what they may have 

considered blasphemy.  

 

In Matthew 5:17, we read that Jesus came to fulfill the law, not abolish it. Since 

we know this, we know that Jesus did not dismiss the law to say it should be 

thrown out. Jesus took the route of stressing the importance of love. He wanted to 

let the Pharisees know that relationship with God and people needs to trump a list 

of dos and don’ts. If we keep our love for God and people the focus of our 

witness, we will bear much fruit and make a huge difference in this world—a 

world that desperately needs the love of Christ to be the brightest light. 

 

Do you keep the love of God at the center of ALL you do? At the center of your 

actions and reactions to people? At the center of your witness? At the center of 

your words? If that is something you struggle with or want more of, say this 

prayer in your heart: 

 

Prayer 

Dear God, thank You for sending Your Son Jesus to die for my sins, and to be the 

ultimate example of true love. Help me have that same unconditional love for 

those in my world and more importantly for You. Help me make it a daily practice 

and choice. I give this request to You and trust Your Will for my life. Amen.  

 

Brent Mestach – Media Arts Director 

 
 

Notes____________________________________________________________ 

____________________________________________________________

____________________________________________________________

____________________________________________________________

____________________________________________________________

____________________________________________________________ 

____________________________________________________________ 
__________________________________________________________________ 
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Day 9              February 28 
 

Daily Readings:  Matthew 22:41-46; Mark 12:35-37; Luke 20:41-44 
 

Great Expectations 
 

Our expectations shape how we experience the events in our lives. My wife and I 

had dreamed of starting a family. We anticipated the announcement, shower, and 

celebrating with family as we welcomed that newborn into our home. We set such 

high expectations for this time in our lives. Then, we walked through several years 

of infertility. Those expectations were not met. I couldn’t see past what was right 

in front of me—I couldn’t see past the struggle. It’s tragic how we create these 

expectations for our lives, and then we plan how God will work through them and 

answer them.  

In Matthew 22, the smart, important religious people of the day, the Pharisees, 

were quizzing Jesus. The people had expectations of who the Messiah would be 

and the Pharisees felt they needed to protect the people from this Jesus character 

because, in their minds, He did not meet their expectations. Then, Jesus asks a 

question. In Matthew 22:45, He asks, “If then David calls Him ‘Lord,’ how can 

He be his son?.” Jesus is declaring that He is both the descendant of David, a 

human, and the Lord whom David had spoken of, God Himself. Jesus declares His 

100% God and 100% human natures. Jesus was not the Messiah the people had 

expected. Jesus was kind and compassionate, healing people, teaching, serving, 

and spending time with normal people. They had been waiting for a king who 

would conquer the Romans and lead Israel into a new era of power. Jesus stood 

against everything they had expected.  

The Pharisees and teachers of the law missed the point. Jesus had declared 

Himself to lead people to another question… “If You are truly GOD and 

everything You say is true, how can I be saved?” But no one asked this. They 

couldn’t move past their expectations of what the Messiah would look like. They 

couldn’t understand that God answered their need in a different way than they had 

asked. Just like the Pharisees, we get so caught up in our expectations for how 

God answers the needs and questions in our lives that we miss the hand He holds 

out to us. We miss the invitation to follow Him where He is leading—where He 

knows is best.   

After two and a half years of unmet expectations, my wife and I finally saw the 

Hand God had extended to us. He was leading us to adoption. We began the 

process to foster and adopt and, in four months, I held my beautiful baby girl on 

the day she was born. See, my expectations were far too small for what God was 

planning.  

Instead of asking “What do I expect from my life?”, we should ask, “What does 

God expect from my life?” 
 

Prayer   Father, You alone have the perfect plan. You alone have the power to 

achieve it. I am thankful to be included in Your Will.  Help me to challenge my 

expectations and look for the Hand that You’ve held out to me. Give me the power 

to follow You. Amen. 

What are your expectations? 

           Caleb Swartz – Spiritual Formation Director 

 

Day 10        March 1 
 

Daily Readings:  Matthew 23:1-39; Mark 12:38-40; Luke 20:45-47 
 

What Are You Building? 
 

Matthew 23:1-39 

I remember one time, I encountered a viper in the wilds of its natural habitat. I 

was swimming in some pools that we had found while exploring a state park in 

North Carolina, when a cotton-mouth shot up out of the water and bore its fangs 

only feet from my head. Thankfully, my friend shouted across the water to me, 

warning me in time to swim away quickly and get out of the pool! Vipers are 

deadly and strike fear into you when you encounter one—let alone an entire brood 

of them! 
 

Matthew 23-25 is one of the longest sections of red letter print in the Gospels. In 

Matthew 23:1-39, specifically, Jesus’ addresses the religious teachers of the law 

as “a brood of vipers,” intent on warning the people how dangerous they had 

become–the religious teachers were so obsessed with the law that their eyes had 

fallen off the Law-Giver: God Himself.   
 

Jesus’ harsh words in this passage are intended to lift the eyes of the people off 

this world and to place them on another world: the Kingdom of heaven. Because 

of Jesus, this Kingdom is now accessible by every single person who lives out 

their life on planet Earth (curious? See Luke 17:21). 
 

Don’t we often find ourselves in a similar place? Our eyes fall off His Kingdom 

and onto our own–having enough money in our bank accounts so we can buy the 

car and put the down payment on the house, accomplishing life goals and 

achievements, worried about whether or not we’re being given proper recognition 

for those achievements, what people say or think about us, etc. Life so quickly 

becomes about building our kingdoms. 
 

The Kingdom of heaven is not about how you appear to the world or even about 

what you accomplish for God while you live here. The Kingdom of heaven is 

about how God appears to the world and what God is able to accomplish through 

you while you live here.  It’s all about building His Kingdom. 
 

And so the question I ask today is: “Are we following Jesus in the highest pursuit 

of building the Father’s Kingdom, or have our eyes fallen to the futility of 

building our own?”  
 

Prayer   Our Father in heaven, Your Name is unlike any other name. Your Kingdom 

is unlike any other kingdom. Let me build it here on the earth. Give me only what I 

need today to build it. Forgive me when my eyes fall off You and onto me. Deliver me 

from the temptation to build mine, so that I can build Yours. Amen.  
 

Jared Dimmick – Middle School Youth Director 
 

Notes_____________________________________________________________ 

____________________________________________________________ 

____________________________________________________________ 
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Day 11        March 2 
 

Daily Readings:  Mark 12:41-44; Luke 21:1-4 
 

The Widow’s Offering 
 

Did you ever hear the saying, “Less is more,” and wonder how that could be 

possible? In our western culture, lavish abundance is often touted as the measure 

of success, whether it be more money, more stylish clothing, a bigger home or car, 

or a huge dinner buffet. 
 

In Jesus’ day, that was the standard as well. Those who were the prominent 

religious figures loved to make a show of their piety by praying loudly in public 

or letting others know they were fasting food by appearing pale or weak, so 

people would figure it out and think more highly of them. 
 

When it came to giving, it was much the same story. After being questioned and 

somewhat harassed by the Pharisees and Sadducees one day in the temple, Jesus 

sat down near the treasury where people contributed offerings to support the 

maintenance of the temple. At that time, there were thirteen receptacles with 

trumpet-shaped openings in which people could drop their money. Each 

receptacle’s collection of money was used for a designated purpose to help pay for 

whatever was needed to run the temple, so as people passed through the temple 

courts, they stopped at the receptacles to give their offerings in support.   
 

That particular day, many people of all descriptions passed by as Jesus sat 

watching. As He observed the crowds, He saw rich people giving large sums of 

money and those not so rich giving lesser amounts. One woman in the crowd 

caught not only His eye, but also His heart. He identified her as a poor widow, and 

it was not her large offering that amazed and touched Him because her offering 

was the smallest amount that He had seen given that day. The widow dropped two 

tiny copper coins in the collection receptacle, coins that were worth only a fraction 

of a penny, but Jesus was so taken by it that He called the disciples over to see it. 

Why? Because the widow had willingly given up the last two coins she owned, 

literally everything on which she had to live.   
 

Less was not only more, it was the most. While the others gave a bit of their 

abundance, she gave the ultimate sacrifice of all the money she had. That was the 

offering that made Jesus take notice and the offering He valued, the offering that 

was given joyfully with the hope that God would somehow supply her needs.  
 

Prayer 

Lord, give us the joyful abandon of that widow that we would hold nothing back 

from You.  
 

Sharon Davis – Wellness Care Director 
 

Notes_____________________________________________________________ 

__________________________________________________________________ 

__________________________________________________________________ 

 

Day 12        March 3 
 

Daily Readings:  Matt. 24:1-51, Mark 13:1-37; Luke 21:5-36 
 

Signs of the End of the Age - Jesus Tells of Future Events 
 

Matthew 24:1-51 

On Tuesday, after the triumphal entry into Jerusalem, Jesus was teaching at the 

temple.  When He and the disciples were leaving the temple, one of them pointed 

out the massive stones and impressive buildings of the temple complex.  Jesus 

then spoke about the future and prophesied that the temple buildings would be 

completely demolished.  Later, while sitting on the Mount of Olives, a small hill 

outside the city with a great view of the city and the temple area, they asked when 

these things were going to take place.  Jesus lists a number of other things that 

will take place before He returns to the earth in His full glory.  Jesus mentions a 

number of terrible things – some of which have already happened and some will 

still happen in the future. 
 

The temple was destroyed by the Romans in the year 70 AD.  The disciples and 

many believers after them were persecuted and executed because of their faith in 

Christ.  Many of the other events are yet to take place.  We could get hung up on 

trying to understand which events have already happened and when the future 

events are going to take place, but I think the more important question is what are 

we to be doing in the meantime.  Jesus said that there will be those who will try to 

deceive us and so He warned us to watch out (24:4), or to be on our guard.  He 

said that wickedness would increase (24:12) and so He challenged His disciples to 

stand firm.  He talked about times of great distress that would be horrible (24:21), 

and encouraged believers to pray.  Jesus spoke about His second coming when He 

would come on the clouds with power and great glory (24:30).  He went on to say 

that no one, not even He knows the day or time – only God the Father knows 

(24:36).  He could have said, ‘I want you to spend lots of time and energy trying 

to figure out when this will be, but He didn’t – He encouraged His followers to 

keep watch, as if we should be expecting His return any day. 
 

This was good advice for the disciples in the first century – it is still wise advice 

for us today.  We are to be on guard – we are to stand firm – we are to pray – and 

we are to be watchful.  Let’s be about what Jesus told His followers to be doing. 
 

Prayer 

Lord, help me to be on guard, help me to stand firm, and help me to watch and 

pray.  Help me to be prepared for what will happen in my lifetime and to help 

prepare others for what is to come.  Amen.  Come Lord Jesus! 

 

    Ken Paulhamus – Administrative Pastor 
 

Notes_____________________________________________________________ 

__________________________________________________________________ 

__________________________________________________________________ 

____________________________________________________________ 
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Day 13        March 4 
 

Daily Readings:  Matthew 25:1-46 
 

I Didn’t See That Coming… and That’s a Good Thing 
 

Matthew 25:1-13, 31-46 

Whenever we trip, get hit by something, stub our toe, or have some sort of 

accident, we are reminded we can’t predict very much in our lives at all. Even if 

we have an organized personality, we recognize not everything is in our control. 

The Bible tells us we cannot predict Christ’s return, and yet this story of the ten 

bridesmaids encourages its readers to be ready for it at all times. To recap, we are 

to always be ready for an event whose timing is impossible to predict. Are there 

signals of His return? Yes, the Bible says “wars and rumors of wars.” Looking 

through history though, there have always been wars, terrible weather, and horrific 

events. C.S Lewis says this in The World’s Last Night, “There will be wars and 

rumors of wars and all kinds of catastrophes, as there always are. Things will be, 

in that sense, normal, the hour before the heavens roll up like a scroll. You cannot 

guess it.” 
 

If we could guess or somewhat predict the hour of Jesus’ return, I believe we 

would do what we always do… procrastinate. We would wait to tell our neighbor 

about Jesus; we would delay doing that kind thing God is nudging us to do; we 

would put off that conversation we know we’re supposed to have with a friend. 

We would be really human about the whole thing. God, however, is calling us to a 

supernatural kind of living. He wants us to be living each day as if it were our last. 

By not telling us the day of His return, we have to live like it could be today… 

because it actually could be! 
 

Five of the bridesmaids had no oil in their lamps, and when the time came to go 

out and meet the bridegroom, they were not ready. They not only looked foolish, 

but they missed the wedding. Oh, how I long to be with my Savior when He 

returns! For that reason, I am going to live today as if He may be coming. I will 

talk to my neighbor about Jesus. I will do that thing God has been nudging me to 

do, and I will have that conversation with my friend. After all, what if tomorrow 

never comes? Thank you, God, that You’ve kept that knowledge from me. I don’t 

think it would best for me to know! 
 

Prayer 

Heavenly Father, because I have no idea when You will return, empower me to 

live this day like it’s my last. Give me courage to be Your ambassador today, and 

every day that I’m here on this earth. I may not know when You’ll return, but if 

it’s today… then I want to be ready. In Jesus’ Name, Amen. 
 

     Ryan Brosious – Worship Arts Pastor 
 

Notes  ____________________________________________________________ 

 _________________________________________________________________ 

 _________________________________________________________________ 

 _________________________________________________________________ 

Day 14        March 5 
 

Daily Readings:  Matt 26:1-5; Mark 14:1-2; Luke 22:1-2 
 

Jesus tells the date of His Crucifixion 
 

Matthew 26:1-5 

In this passage, we see Jesus beginning to wrap up His ministry here on Earth. 

People from all over were being physically healed just from a simple touch or a 

spoken word. Jesus has just shared many parables and teachings with His disciples 

and followers. He was just coming into, as we would say, the prime of his 

ministry. Yet, the Father has revealed to Him that His time has soon come. He 

knows that He will be handed over to be crucified and submits His life to the will 

of the Father. Thus, He now has to break the news and tell His disciples that He, 

“the Son of Man, will be delivered up to be crucified”.   
 

Wow, that is some heavy news. That is a lot to take in. I can just imagine the 

confusion the disciples were sharing right at that moment. With all of the good 

that Jesus was doing, how could anybody want to do this awful deed to Him? Who 

would want to hurt Him? Talk about a confusing rollercoaster ride.  
 

I think we have all shared similar feelings. The feelings that we have everything 

under control, and life is moving along just fine. Things at home are going well. 

Work is enjoyable and friends and family are all healthy. Then we get some news 

that just throws everything up in the air.  
 

When this type of thing happens to me, I internalize it and it begins to consume 

me. It basically takes over my life! It is hard for me to put on a smile in one area 

of my life, when another is hurting so bad. Yet, here I visualize Jesus sharing this 

news and is able to keep His composure. How did He do this so calmly and 

without grief, despite knowing His fateful future? The key is that He had 

submitted everything to the Father. He trusted the Father. He knew that whatever 

the outcome was, the Fathers ultimate plan would be fulfilled through Him. Sure, 

Jesus obviously would not want to endure this crucifixion, but He was fully at 

peace knowing the Father’s will would be fulfilled as a result.   
 

Today, no matter what you may be going through, submit everything over to 

God’s will. Through hard times and good times, you are in the middle of God’s 

plan. Hold on to the peace knowing that God has a plan for your life, a greater 

plan than we could ever set for ourselves. Great things will happen as a result.   
 

Prayer 

Lord, guide me through this day. Let my actions fall in line with your plan and 

allow me to submit myself fully to you. I love you Lord. Let my will be your will.  
 

    Chad Heise – Finance Director 
 

Notes  ____________________________________________________________ 

 _________________________________________________________________ 

 _________________________________________________________________ 
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Day 15        March 6 
 

Daily Readings:  Matthew 26:6-13; Mark 14:3-9; John 12:2-8   
 

Offering Our Best with a “Mary” Heart 
 

Innocently, young children often give a gift out of a heart of pure love, 

unembarrassed, and with excitement to the recipient, they give what they think is 

the “best” gift. What a wonderful feeling to be the receiver of such a gift! Often, 

the spirit of an entire household can be lifted by one child’s gift.  Perhaps that is 

how Jesus felt as Mary gave her “best” to Him. In addition to presenting her gift 

to Jesus unashamed and with devotion, Mary’s act of love was public, sacrificial, 

extravagant, and was done with the purest of heart. Additionally, the perfume 

brought fragrance to the entire household (John 12:3b)! 
 

How I long to have a heart as genuine and pure as that of Mary! Mary, the sister 

of Martha and Lazarus, was a close friend of Jesus. Mary understood true sacrifice 

and devotion and displayed it in a way that would go down in time; Jesus said so 

in Matthew 26:13, “I tell you the truth, wherever the Good News is preached 

throughout the world, this woman’s deed will be remembered and discussed.” 

There is no greater honor than that of which Jesus gave to Mary.  
 

Mary (sister of Martha and Lazarus) is only mentioned three times in the Bible 

and each time, she is found at the feet of Jesus. When we, like Mary, “bow” at the 

feet of Jesus, we can bring our burdens (as she did when her brother, Lazarus, 

died, John 11:28-32), our blessings (as she did when she was “still” and listened to 

Jesus speak, Luke 10:38-42), and our best (as she did when she poured her 

expensive perfume on His feet and wiped His feet with her hair John 12:1). 

However, this may not always be as easy as it sounds, when we apply it to our 

daily lives. 
 

According to Scripture, it seems the company (at least some of them) around 

Mary did not understand the sacrifice she was making to honor her Savior, but 

Jesus quickly reprimanded them. You see, the perfume she poured on Jesus’ feet 

was worth a year’s wages and some thought “It should have been sold and the 

money given to the poor,” John 12:4. However, Jesus knew Mary’s heart. Jesus 

knew she wanted to offer Him her best while He was still alive (this event 

occurred a short time before His death on the cross). The perfume represented 

Mary’s devotion and love to Jesus; it represented her heart.  
 

Prayer   Dear Heavenly Father, help me to have a heart like Mary—a heart that 

is pure, unashamed, devoted, and always in tune with Your Word. Help me to 

remember to give You my best in all situations of life. Help me to be fully 

dependent on You and to be an example to those around me, as long as I have 

breath. Help me to bring “fragrance” to my household and those around me. In 

Your precious Name, I pray, Amen. 
 

    Jill Arnold – Connections Director 

Notes ____________________________________________________________ 

__________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________ 

Day 16        March 7 
 

Daily Readings:  Matthew 26:14-16; Mark 14:10-11; Luke 22:3-6 
 

Living Beneath Potential 
Luke 22:3-6 

Judas betrayed Jesus for 30 pieces of silver (verse 14). It would be equivalent to 

$400 today. What!? He was a professing disciple! In fact, he was one of the 

original twelve apostles! Think about that! Jesus had personally chosen Judas. He 

was handpicked by our Messiah. Jesus saw the potential in Judas. He looked past 

some of the red flags. I love this quality of Jesus. 
 

A few years ago, I went through one of the toughest times of my life because of a 

decision I made. It put a lot of people in places where they should not have ever 

been placed. When my decision was first made to fall into temptation, I 

confronted my future in the way of a godly man. That godly man saw past my 

mistake and acted on the potential he saw in me. That decision he made to look 

past my failure, not allowing me to become a failure because of my failure, has 

shaped who I am today. I let that be the driving force behind my excellence—or 

attempt of excellence. Judas had no such response. In fact, his response to the 

Messiah’s grace was the complete opposite. He did not rise to the potential Jesus 

saw in him—even after three years of living with Jesus! 
 

Why did Judas choose to live beneath his potential? There were many reasons, but 

let me point out one quick one: Judas followed Jesus out of a heart of greed and 

worldly ambition, not out of a heart of love and faith in Him as the Son of God. 

He was disillusioned in Jesus after the triumphal entry. Judas thought Jesus was 

going to establish His earthly reign here on earth. He wanted a piece of that to 

elevate himself to a status of wealth and power. His lust for earthly status and gain 

caused him to never reach the potential Jesus saw in him. 
 

I want to make sure my life is not being lived under the potential of what God 

wants from my life. Jesus says, “My purpose is to give you a rich and satisfying 

life.” (John 10:10, NET). He also tells us, “I tell you the solemn truth, the person 

who believes in me will perform the miraculous deeds that I am doing, and will 

perform greater deeds than these, because I am going to the Father” (John 14:12, 

NET). Our potential is to live life to the full with the help of the Holy Spirit and to 

do greater things than Jesus did! What a challenging truth! 
 

How about you? Ask God, “Am I living my potential or am I living beneath it 

because of my worldly desires and crippling guilt? 
 

Prayer   Lord, open my eyes to the specific purpose for my life!  Help me not lust 

after the desires of this world. Take away my guilt so I am freed up to experience 

Your full desires for my life. Forgive me in times when I fall short. Help me to 

obey the promptings of your Spirit. 

            Branden Mestach – Youth Pastor 
 

Notes_____________________________________________________________ 

__________________________________________________________________ 

__________________________________________________________________ 
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Day 17        March 8 

 
Daily Readings:  Matthew 26:17-19; Mark 14:12-16; Luke 22:7-13 

 

 

An Extra Room in Jerusalem 

 

I remember when Luke, the doctor, came calling to ask me about it. He wanted to 

know about The Master and my relationship with Him. He wanted to know about 

my house, Jerusalem, and Passover. I remember that last week. He went back and 

forth from the Temple to the Mount of Olives. I didn’t have much to offer. All I 

had was space. The Teacher sent two of His twelve to me. The question they 

asked was one I will never forget: “Where is the guest room, where I may eat the 

Passover with my disciples?” The Teacher wanted to eat at my home? He wanted 

to eat the Passover meal at my house? The statement they shared was one of a 

guest I had not experienced before, “I am going to celebrate the Passover with My 

disciples at your house.” Why would He want to come to my home? The lesson 

from The Teacher was much deeper, I found. I had guests at my house. But, none 

like this one led by The One. 

 

The irony was some of the perpetual preparations. I had the room prepared for 

guests, but Jesus’ disciples furthered the preparations by ensuring the Passover 

meal was ready for the Lamb Himself. In talking with Luke, it was exactly as 

Jesus had told His disciples. True. Dependable. Steadfast. The servant. The water 

jug. The home. The room. He knew. He knows.  

 

Prayer 

Lord Jesus, thank You for wanting my heart; for wanting me.  I want you to come 

in to my life. Forgive me of my sins. I am in need of you, Jesus. I believe you died 

on the cross and rose again to save me and restore my relationship with God. 

When God looks at me, He sees Your work on the cross. I accept You. I believe in 

You. I confess. Here I decide to follow You. LORD, my heart is Your home. In 

Jesus’ Name, Amen. 

 

    Mike Sweigard – Family Life Pastor 

 

Notes  ____________________________________________________________ 

__________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________

_________________________________________________________________ 

 

 

Day 18        March 9 
 

Daily Readings:  Matthew 26:20, Mark 14:17, Luke 22: 14-16; 24-30 
 

The Upside Down 
 

Make sure you read this from right to left... and start at the bottom... But first, you 

have to be standing on your head... 
 

Ok, so maybe that sounds a little backwards and upside down. How’d it make you 

react? Jesus was always teaching this way, in paradoxical principles and upside 

down ways of life. Like in His last sermon, “For all those who exalt themselves 

will be humbled, and those who humble themselves will be exalted”, or like the 

Beatitudes, and countless other examples. The disciples have heard this type of 

teaching over and over again by now, and they still didn’t get it. 
 

Let’s set the scene. Can we play this in our minds like a movie? Jesus tells the 

disciples of the future, tells several parables, and then tells them His crucifixion is 

coming in just days. Skip ahead to the Passover. They’ve all gathered around the 

table and Jesus reminds them that this is His last Passover meal with them. Then, 

Jesus reveals that it’s one of them who will betray Him AND He knows who it is! 

It’s a bit of a deleted scene. According to Luke, the disciples try to determine who 

among them would do such a thing. Perhaps they start pointing fingers and 

making accusations. But suddenly, one verse later, they’re arguing over which one 

of them will be the greatest...What?! I would really like to know how that 

transition went.  How did they so quickly lose sight of Jesus’ impending 

suffering? How could the closest people to Jesus, after hearing countless teachings 

and seeing His life’s example, be so quick to give in to jealousy?  
 

Jesus reminds them, again, “…Those who are the greatest among you should take 

the lowest rank, and the leader should be like a servant…” Backwards, right? 

Jesus calls His disciples, and, in turn, us, to live opposite of the world’s standards. 

To be humble, to intentionally make ourselves the least, and to be a servant.   
 

It’s easy to get upset with the disciples.  It’s easy to think of them as dumb or 

unintelligent.  It’s easy to feel better about ourselves knowing we’re far superior 

in knowledge and intellect compared to them.  We would never be so quick to 

submit to those primal feelings like jealousy. We would be seen as great in Jesus’ 

eyes…. And there it is! We’re just as quick to be right-side up when we should be 

upside down.   
 

Prayer 

God, help me realize that I am just as human as the disciples. Help me never to 

elevate myself to a level of importance that isn’t mine to occupy. Thank You for 

Jesus’ example of an upside-down life.  Teach me to live backwards to the world’s 

logic and to consider others above myself. Amen. 
 

   Kyle Anspach – The Well Ministries Director 

Notes_____________________________________________________________ 

__________________________________________________________________ 

__________________________________________________________________ 
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Day 19        March 10 

 
Daily Reading:  John 13:1-20 

 

Final Act of Service 
 

If you knew you were going to die next week, what would you do with the time 

you had left on earth? Would you travel the world? Would you do something you 

have always wanted to do but never made time because life got in the way? 

Would you spend your remaining days with your loved ones? I think we all can 

think of something we would do to fill those remaining days. How many of us 

would choose to serve others with our remaining time? If I’m being honest, I can’t 

say that I would.  

 

Jesus had the same choice. He knew that His time here on earth was coming to an 

end. Instead of doing what most of us would do, He chose to serve His disciples. 

He began to wash His disciples’ feet. He set the example for His disciples for how 

He wanted them to serve others when He was gone. Jesus says, “I have set you an 

example that you should do as I have done for you” (John 13:15). One of Jesus’ 

final commands to His disciples is to serve others. Jesus doesn’t just tell them to 

do this, He leads by example. Even though He is fully God, He humbled himself 

to serve us. There was no job that was beneath Jesus or that He was too good to 

do. He wanted His disciples to know that you win hearts for Christ by serving 

others and putting them above ourselves.  

 

Jesus not only serves His disciples, but He gives them a promise that they will be 

blessed if they do the same. Jesus says, “Now that you know these things, you will 

be blessed if you do them” (John 13:17). Will we go out of our way to wash the 

feet of those in our world? Will we step out of our comfort zone to put the needs 

of others above our own needs? It may feel uncomfortable or weird to do at first, 

but not only will we be blessed by following Jesus’ commands, others will be 

blessed as well. 

 

Prayer 

Lord, please help me to remember the example You set for me. Help me to 

remember to serve others. Help me, Lord, not to be blind to the needs of others, 

and to meet the needs of my neighbor today. Let my actions and words be 

honoring and glorifying to You.  

 

    Ryan Torrey – Well Fit Director 

 

Notes_____________________________________________________________ 

__________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________ 

__________________________________________________________________ 

__________________________________________________________________ 

__________________________________________________________________ 

 

Day 20        March 11 
 

Daily Readings:  Matthew 26:21-25; Mark 14:18-21; Luke 22:21-23;  

  John13:21-30 

Surely Not I 
 

Can you imagine?  Imagine sitting in a room with your best buddies, your closest 

friends, enjoying some food and some fellowship. We find comfort in the 

company of friends. There is security and safety in the company of friends. But on 

this night, it would be revealed that someone in their midst would betray the very 

person who has brought them together, the Christ. As Jesus provides a glimpse of 

what is to come, I can’t help but think there was an almost choreographed gasp 

that filled the room, followed by faint whispers between one another. “Surely not 

I,” says one, then another, and then another.  However, it would come to pass, just 

as Jesus predicted. 
 

It is easy to come down on Judas.  After all, it was he who traded the Savior’s life 

for a bag of coins. But let’s not forget that in three of the four gospel accounts, 

Jesus reminds us that “the Son of Man will go just as it is written about Him.” 
 

Consider this takeaway from our Scripture today: how often in our personal lives 

do we say, “Surely not I, Lord”?  Maybe you have some of the same struggles I 

do. I believe we want to do the right things. We want to honor God with our lives, 

but somehow, some way, we come up short from time to time. If we ever believe 

that, left to ourselves, we can rise above the temptations of this world or the battle 

of our flesh, we are deceiving ourselves. There lives a little of Judas in all of us, 

and there is an enemy hard at work around us who enjoys any opportunity he can 

find to speak destructive lies into our lives. Surely not I? We need to tread 

carefully in our day to day, walking in step with the Spirit (Galatians 5:25). 
 

If that sounds grim, but it doesn’t have to be grim. Praise God for making a way 

for us. As a matter of fact, He took this particular night, and this particular person 

to begin a course of events that led to the death of our Savior (to pay the price for 

our, “Surely not I” moments), and His resurrection (our hope for eternity). So, 

before we beat up a man who once eagerly dropped what he was doing to follow 

Christ, let’s pause and look in the mirror and recognize that if it weren’t for the 

grace of God and His Spirit at work in us, we might deceive ourselves to believe–

“Surely not I”. 
 

Prayer 

Heavenly Father, I so wish to tell You “Surely not I”. Surely I would not betray 

You. The truth is that my actions often reflect a betrayal of what I know is best for 

me and what You have called me to do. This day, and moving forward, help me, 

Father–by Your Spirit, to live a life that reflects You rather than betrays You. In 

Jesus’ Name, Amen 
 

  Rod Baughman – Meadowbrook Christian School Administrator 
 

Notes_____________________________________________________________ 

__________________________________________________________________ 
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Day 21        March 12 
 

Daily Reading: Matthew 26:31-35; Mark 14:27-31; Luke 22:31-38; John 13:31-38 
 

All My Good Intentions 
 

Funny how we all think we know ourselves so well! Often, we speak our mind—

or our emotions –thinking we are confident of our words. But, little do we know 

how different life may be from the words we are speaking, especially, when 

circumstances are far different than we anticipate.  Peter forthrightly spoke, 

“Lord, I am ready to go to prison with You, and even to die with You.”  Jesus 

didn’t ask him to make that promise…but Peter quickly and sincerely responded 

with a determined commitment that he believed he would go to the end extremes 

to fulfill it.  
 

I believe Peter was confident of his words, and he was absolutely sure he would 

do all that he promised. But when put to the test, Peter found that his promises 

weren’t as good as he thought. Jesus even forewarned Peter when He said, “I have 

pleaded in prayer for you, Simon, that your faith should not fail. So when you 

have repented and turned to Me again, strengthen your brothers.”  
 

In spite of Peter’s promise, he failed! In spite of all they had experienced together, 

Peter failed! Even, in spite of Jesus’ prayer, Peter failed! Sometimes, the only way 

we can learn what is in our hearts is through experience. Sometimes, the only way 

we can learn what is in our hearts is through failure. Sometimes, our strength is 

weak and our dependency on the Lord is not where it needs to be. Through all of 

these struggles, we begin to discover how weak we really are and how much we 

need to depend on God for all that is in our lives.   
 

This journey of life is all about discovering our weakness and His strength! His 

strength to carry us when we can’t walk on our own. His strength to keep us when 

we can’t hold on. His strength to help us fulfill what our hearts really want to do 

for Him. Have you come to the place where you realize your weakness and have 

experienced His strength? Well, hold on! You have only begun to learn to lean on 

Him…life’s journey will continue to teach you not to trust your emotions, your 

promises, not even to trust your will. When we realize our weakness, we can trust 

His power.   
 

“Three different times I begged the Lord to take it away. Each time He said, ‘My 

grace is all you need. My power works best in weakness.’ So now I am glad to 

boast about my weaknesses, so that the power of Christ can work through 

me.  That’s why I take pleasure in my weaknesses, and in the insults, hardships, 

persecutions, and troubles that I suffer for Christ. For when I am weak, then I am 

strong.” 2 Corinthians 12:8-10 
 

Prayer   Lord, help me to fully realize my weakness and fully trust Your strength. 

My heart says, “Yes!” So, help me to stand in Your strength. 
 

    Arlie Davis – Lead Pastor 

Notes _____________________________________________________________ 

__________________________________________________________________ 

Day 22    `    March 13 
 

Daily Readings:  Matthew 26:26-29; Mark 14:22-25; Luke 22:17-20 
 

A Cup of Grace 
 

Jesus met with His disciples to celebrate the Passover. It is easy for us to imagine 

that all they had that evening was bread and wine in the same way that we serve 

communion. Although this passage gives us the basis for our communion 

celebrations, their meal consisted of a full dinner menu. “From the data collected, 

they concluded the Last Supper’s menu included beans stew, olives, bitter herbs, 

fish sauce…and lamb meat.” (Generoso Urciuoli, an archaeologist at Italy's Petrie 

Center, and Marta Berogno, an Egyptologist at the Egyptian Museum in Turin.)  
 

While they were eating their meal, Jesus interrupted the normal flow of the meal 

and began to give significance to the bread and wine. It was a tradition for the 

father at the meal to bless the wine and the breaking of the bread, so this was not 

unusual. But, it was unusual when Jesus began to give the significance to both the 

bread and the wine. Jesus took the bread, lifted it up, gave thanks, broke it, and 

gave it to His disciples. On an earlier occasion, Jesus said, "I am the bread of life. 

Whoever comes to Me will never be hungry again.”  So when he said, “…this is 

My body,”  it should have come as no surprise to His disciples. Then He took a 

cup, lifted it up, gave thanks, and gave it to His disciples. The red wine, 

traditionally served at this time, would have been symbolic of His blood that was 

given for our forgiveness.   
 

God picked the Passover as the time to celebrate this first “communion service.” 

Passover is the Jewish holiday of freedom, commemorating the Israelites’ exodus 

from slavery in Egypt. Communion is a time to celebrate our freedom, as well. 

Jesus became our sacrifice that brought us freedom from the slavery of sin. His 

body and blood became the pathway to freedom for all of us. “For every time you 

eat this bread and drink this cup, you are announcing the Lord’s death until He 

comes again.” 1 Corinthians 11:26 
 

Thus, we are all one when we share together in this “Cup of Thanksgiving,” the 

celebration of communion. “When we bless the cup at the Lord’s Table, aren’t 

we sharing in the blood of Christ? And when we break the bread, aren’t we 

sharing in the body of Christ?  And though we are many, we all eat from one 

loaf of bread, showing that we are one body.” 1 Corinthians 10:16-17 

Communion will always be a special celebration of thanksgiving for all those who 

have been forgiven. 
 

Prayer 

Lord, let me never forget the sacrifice that You paid for my freedom! Whenever I 

share communion with other brothers and sisters in Christ, let me remember that 

we are one and that unity came at the greatest price!   
 

    Arlie Davis – Lead Pastor 

Notes _____________________________________________________________ 

__________________________________________________________________ 
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Day 23        March 14 
 

Daily Readings:  John 14:1-17:26 

 

Last Speech to the Apostles and Intercessory Prayer 
 

I have bumped into Dr. JoAnn Lyon several times through the years. She was still 

heading World Hope in 2000 or 2001 when she visited Houghton College where I 

was attending at the time. A small group of us shared lunch and she picked our 

brains as if she could truly learn something from smug undergraduates. It was then 

several years later when I met her again in a small setting. She was speaking at a 

Thanksgiving gathering of Wesleyans who attended Asbury Seminary’s Wilmore 

campus. I think it was there that I first experienced and noted Dr. Lyon’s unique 

public speaking style. She is an incredibly intelligent woman, but does not adhere 

to any preaching model or rules that I have ever been taught. She had only 

recently been appointed a General Superintendent of the Wesleyan Church in 

2008, but she was still drawing heavily on her experiences as the Founder and 

CEO of World Hope International. That work took her to all corners of the globe 

to fight injustice, to rebuild nations torn apart by civil war, and to advocate for 

victims of human trafficking. Her approach to preaching was to tell stories. She 

had stories, names, times, and dates for each point she wanted to make and she 

seemed to have at least half a dozen points - so that meant half a dozen stories!  

 

The passage she used that night as we gave thanks for God’s abundance was John 

14 verse 12: because Jesus was ascending to the Father, whoever believes in Jesus 

will do the works that He did—and even greater (my paraphrase)! I remember the 

stories JoAnn then told us, but not so much the details as the effect they had on 

me. My jaw wasn’t quite on the table, but I was flabbergasted to hear what she 

was reporting. Miracles, signs, and wonders—even people being raised from the 

dead!  

 

Prayer 

“Dear Jesus, thank You so much for placing me in America where my faith is 

protected by law and culture. What a blessing! Thanks also for our brothers and 

sisters in places of your world where faith seems almost ancient and biblical with 

all the miracles, signs, and wonders that You perform! Increase our faith here in 

America and show us signs and wonders.” 

 

    Erik Ireland – Relational Care Pastor 

 

Notes  ____________________________________________________________ 

__________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________ 

__________________________________________________________________ 

__________________________________________________________________ 

____________________________________________________________

____________________________________________________________ 

 

Day 24        March 15 
 

Daily Readings: Matthew 26:30, 36-46; Mark 14:26; Luke 22:29-46; John 18:1 
 

Not My Will, but Yours 
 

I believe it would be safe to say that many of us know what it is to grieve. There 

are enough circumstances in the world to cause us pause, that burden our hearts, 

and brings us to the point of questioning if someone is truly in control. As we read 

today about our Lord’s hours in Gethsemane, I am reminded of the fact that He 

was 100% God and 100% man. Think about the weight on His shoulders.  His 

Father had asked Him to come to earth and offer His life in exchange for the lives 

of all mankind. He has worked hard to point people to His Father in Heaven and 

to share with them a redemptive story.  But the time had come for that redemptive 

work to be sealed inside His death.   
 

Consider two thoughts today as we read together what took place at Gethsemane. 

First, it is natural for us to be brought to grief in this life. Even to the point of 

posing the question: “If it is possible, may this cup be taken from Me?” However, 

that question should always be followed by, “Yet not as I will, but as You will.” 

You see, if we truly believe God knows best and has our best interest in mind as it 

relates to eternity, we can trust Him. We all deal with different struggles in this 

life. Maybe for you, it is uncertainty in a relationship or a job. Maybe it is the loss 

of a loved one or a financial crisis in your midst. The Bible tells us that in this 

world, we will have struggles (John 16:33). However, He reminds us that He has 

overcome the world! 
 

My prayer is that we would also learn from Jesus’ words to His disciples at 

Gethsemane. It is easy to get tripped up in our world, to get complacent, or to get 

lazy. Our world of constant visual and audio stimulation can wear us down. Our 

enemy is most productive in our personal lives when we are unfocused and 

fatigued. Today, let’s be reminded that we need to “Watch and pray so that we 

will not fall into temptation.” The Scripture says the Spirit is willing, but the body 

is weak. I find this principle at work in many ways and maybe you can relate. But 

when we train our body, we find success. Spiritually, we must train our bodies and 

our minds through prayer and an alertness to our surroundings. It is said that 

obstacles are what we see when we take our eyes off the goal. Let’s keep our eyes 

on the goal—“Not my will, but Yours.” 
 

Prayer 

Heavenly Father, I thank You for your example of how we are to walk through the 

difficulties of this life.  Thank You for not being upset when we feel the need to ask 

You to take away a cup. But help me to remember that Your will is always best 

and to trust You in my grief, to pray, and to stay alert to Your hand at work. In 

Jesus’ Name, Amen 

  Rod Baughman – Meadowbrook Christian School Administrator 

 

Notes  ____________________________________________________________ 

____________________________________________________________ 
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Day 25        March 16 
 

Daily Readings:  Matthew 26:47-56; Mark 14:43-52; Luke 22:47-53;  

  John 18:2-12 

 

Betrayal, Arrest, Desertion at Gethsemane 
 

Jesus and His disciples had withdrawn to Gethsemane in the evening as it was a 

quiet, secluded place where they often met. Judas, knowing this, had arranged to 

betray Jesus’ location to the religious leaders, so they could find and seize Him. 

 

Although biblical scholars have tried unsuccessfully to pinpoint the exact motive 

of why Judas chose to betray his friend and beloved Teacher, the method Judas 

chose to carry it out was obvious and marked by cruelty. Judas had pre-arranged 

to identify Jesus through a kiss, in that day, a culturally common symbol of 

friendship or admiration for a respected teacher or rabbi. 

 

Have you ever been betrayed by a friend, a co-worker, a parent, or a spouse? Was 

the betrayal someone you had spent much time with and to whom you made 

yourself vulnerable with your personal sharing of secrets or opinions? Such was 

Judas to Jesus. Jesus had welcomed Judas into His inner circle of twelve, and had 

even entrusted the care of the group’s monetary funds to his keeping. Despite that 

bond of trust, Judas arrived at Gethsemane and identified Jesus by kissing Him 

repeatedly as one would kiss an intimate friend. Instead of communicating love, 

the kissing marked Jesus as the man the religious leaders should seize for arrest. 

 

Jesus, with His gift of omniscience, surely knew beforehand what the outcome of 

friendship with Judas would be, but welcomed him, nonetheless, as a confidante 

and disciple; and even that dreadful night, Jesus still chose to address him as 

“Friend.”  No doubt Jesus would have forgiven that betrayal had Judas repented 

and asked for it, just as Jesus forgave Peter for his betrayal. Jesus’ coming to earth 

to provide forgiveness, redemption, and restoration surely would have been 

extended to His beloved disciples in their times of failure. 

 

Prayer    

Am I willing to forgive those who have wounded or betrayed me? Have I betrayed 

You, Jesus, through my words or actions? Lord, give us Your heart to show 

kindness to those who have hurt us deeply through ignorance or with evil intent. 

Forgive us also for the ways in which we have betrayed You, and make us faithful 

followers! 
 

    Sharon Davis – Wellness Care Director 

 
Notes_____________________________________________________________ 

__________________________________________________________________ 

__________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________ 
____________________________________________________________ 

 

Day 26        March 17 

 
Daily Readings:  John 18:13-14, 19-23 

 

First Examined By Annas 
 

Annas was a high priest and was the first to examine Jesus on the day of His 

execution. Annas asked Jesus what He and His followers did, and what they were 

about. We see, once again, Jesus going against a social norm. Instead of giving 

Annas the answer he wanted, Jesus answers it by asking the question: “why are 

you asking me this? I have not been secret, but rather very loud about my 

message.” Jesus implied that Annas should have known the answer to that 

question, if he was paying attention. 

 

I think the application we can take away from this is clear. We often ask those 

same types of questions. “God, how could You have allowed that to happen?” or, 

“God, why didn’t You answer my prayer?” I am sure God is up in the heavens 

answering those questions similar to His Son’s: “You have my Word preserved for 

you. The answers to your questions are loud and clear on those pages. They are 

not hidden away and kept secret. So, why do you ask these questions? Trust Me 

with every aspect of your life, and you shall receive the power to be assured of My 

plan.” 

 

If you are like me, you ask God a lot of questions. Some are justified, as we have 

the human right to doubt, but some are out of distrust. If you are wanting to trust 

God more, or if you need to confess any distrust, say this prayer in your heart: 

 

Prayer 

Dear God, I come to You recognizing You are the creator of all things, and that 

You know all things. You are the beginning and the end and hold my tomorrow in 

the palm of Your Hand. Help me trust You more. Help me to spend more time in 

Your Word, for I know that is how You communicate with me. Make Your Voice 

the loudest in all my circumstances. Give me the boldness to proclaim Your name 

loudly to my world. I trust Your Will and give myself to You. Amen. 

 

Brent Mestach - Media Arts Director 

 

 

 

Notes_____________________________________________________________ 

__________________________________________________________________ 

__________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________ 
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Day 27        March 18 
 

Daily Readings:  Matthew 26:57, 59-68; Mark 14:53, 55-65; Luke 22:5a,  

  63-65; John 18:24 
 

God-Confidence 
Matthew 26:57, 59-68 

If you ever Google “self-confidence” you’ll get back 86-million results to pages 

with titles like “25 Killer Actions to Boost Your Self-Confidence” & “How to 

Boost Your Self-Confidence Instantly.” I always imagined that confidence would 

manifest itself in my life as boldness, but when I read about Jesus before the 

Sanhedrin in Matthew 26, I begin to see what confidence actually looks like. 
 

When I read “But Jesus remained silent” (Matthew 26:63 NIV) in verse 63, I want 

to question His confidence. Why did Jesus remain silent? Why didn’t He boldly 

defend Himself? 
 

Jesus remains silent under trial, not for lack of confidence, but because of 

confidence. He knew who He was. He knew He had been placed by His Father at 

the mercy of the Sanhedrin.  He knew His purpose was to carry the sins of the 

very men who would soon “spit in His face & strike Him with their fists” (vs 67).  
 

Think about what had happened moments before in the Garden of Gethsemane: 

Jesus prayed “My Father, if it is possible, may this cup be taken from me. Yet not 

as I will, but as You will” (verse 39). Jesus had just revealed to Peter, James, and 

John that He was so “overwhelmed” (verse 38) that He felt like dying. 

Jesus. God, Himself, was a man on the earth.   
 

Overwhelmed? 
 

Yet, I want to suggest that Jesus was so God-confident that this moment–God in 

flesh, at the mercy of wicked men–was the very Will of His Father. Jesus was 

willing to withhold the truth, to remain silent, to embrace the purpose of His 

Father and to subject Himself to a murderous, humiliating, and downright 

torturous death. 
 

But if the death of Jesus had never taken place, then the resurrection of Jesus 

could never have become the saving hope of the world. If Jesus had abandoned 

ship because He felt overwhelmed, you and I could not be the very dwelling place 

of God today. 
 

My question is- “What overwhelming situation can we surrender to today, totally 

God-confident that there is a beautiful purpose that will rise out of it?” 
 

Prayer 

“Father, if it is possible may this situation be taken from me. But not as I will, as 

You will.” 

      Jared Dimmick – Middle School Youth Director 
 

Notes_____________________________________________________________ 

__________________________________________________________________ 

 

Day 28        March 19 
 

Daily Readings:  Matthew 26:58, 69-75; Mark 14:54, 66-72; Luke 22:54b-62;  

  John 18:15-18, 25-27 
 

The Fight of Your Life 
 

Do you remember the worst fight of your life?  Maybe it was with a person, 

maybe it was in a courtroom, maybe it was in a place far from home with bullets 

flying and bombs exploding. Mine was on a Saturday morning looking in the 

mirror. I was at a crossroads in my life. I needed to choose: was God the most 

important thing to me or was that place going to be held by a something or a 

someone else?  
 

You see, Peter faced a similar dilemma. Peter, the loud, bold, enthusiastic friend 

of Jesus was laid low when he came face to face with his mortal enemy, himself. 

He was given three chances to face himself down and overcome, but three times 

he backed down, turned tail, and ran. He couldn’t say that he belonged to Jesus. 

He couldn’t bring himself to claim Jesus, no matter the cost. The result, Mark 

14:72b “And he broke down and wept.” Peter denied knowing Jesus three times 

and when the dust settled and the battle was almost at a close, he realized what he 

had done. 
 

Now, it’s easy to look at this and see a defeat, but I don’t see it that way. Defeat 

would have been if Peter denied Jesus and never realized the significance of his 

actions, never chose to change himself as a result, and never became the Peter that 

God called him to be. Instead, I see hope. Peter “broke down.” He came to the end 

of himself and realized just how far from Jesus he was. In that moment of 

weeping, Peter changed. He chose to make Jesus the most important thing in his 

life. From this point on, you’ll find that Peter grew and grew in his faith and God 

gave him strength that wasn’t of his own doing. Peter became a pillar of the 

church and has influenced Christians ever since. It took a battle—a fight that 

appeared to be a loss. 
 

In that moment of weeping in front of the mirror, I changed. In that moment, just 

like Peter, God became the most important thing in my life. I was at the end of 

myself and I decided to commit all of myself to follow God. It hasn’t been easy, 

but it sure is good. Whether your battle is for the whole of your life, or just to give 

God your whole day, we must keep choosing Him. 
 

Prayer   Lord, You love us and You have called each of us to follow You. You 

know us best and You have a plan for us. Help us to choose You each day. To 

choose You in the toughest battles and to choose You in the everyday. We trust 

You, Lord. Thank You. Amen. 
 

Are you ready to choose God today? 
 

Caleb Swartz – Spiritual Formation Director 
 

Notes_____________________________________________________________ 

__________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________ 
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Day 29        March 20 
 

Daily Readings:  Matthew 27:1; Mark 15:1a; Luke 22:66-71;  

  Matthew 27:3-10 
 

No Turning Back? 
 

I feel for Judas. Some of you may be thinking, “How can he feel bad for Judas?” 

or “He betrayed Jesus”. I can’t argue with those thoughts. The fact of the matter is 

that we have all betrayed Jesus at some point in our lives. We may not have 

betrayed Him with a kiss and received money for it, but how often do we betray 

Jesus by what we say, or our actions, or our thoughts? Do our lives match what we 

claim to believe? For Judas, it didn’t. 
 

Judas’ last action, that we have recorded before he killed himself, was that of 

remorse. He tried giving the money back, and when they wouldn’t take it, he 

threw it in the synagogue, and then he hanged himself. This is where I feel bad for 

Judas. What was he thinking? What were his final thoughts before he took his 

own life? I’m sure that he was overcome with regret and emotions that I can’t 

begin to imagine, and it drove him to take his life. So often, I forget that Judas was 

one of Jesus’ disciples and that he was there for all of the miracles and teachings 

of Jesus. Did he think that Jesus wouldn’t forgive him? The same Jesus when 

asked by Peter if he should forgive someone who sins against him up to seven 

times? Jesus tells him not seven times, but seventy times seven (Matthew 18:22). 

In other words, forgive until you lose count.  
 

I know that Judas would have been forgiven if he had gone to Jesus. Instead, I 

believe that he let regret, hopelessness, sadness, and depression overcome him. I 

think that Judas was in a state of brokenness, as so many in our world are in today. 

We think that we are too far gone, that we can never be more than our mistakes or 

our sin. The truth is that those thoughts are lies. Jesus wants nothing more than for 

all to turn to Him and have a personal relationship with Him. Every life matters to 

God. No one is ever too far gone. No one is beyond redemption. I just wish Judas 

would have remembered Jesus’ teachings. If he had, I truly believe things would 

have turned out differently for him. For those who feel depressed, lonely, empty 

or hopeless, you are not alone. You are never alone. Nothing can ever separate 

you from the love of Jesus Christ. 
 

Prayer 

Lord, help me to feel Your presence today. Thank You for sending Your Son to die 

on the cross for my sins. May I never forget Your everlasting love for me. Help me 

to trust in You more and more every day. Amen. 
 

Ryan Torrey – Well Fit Director 
 

Notes_____________________________________________________________ 

__________________________________________________________________ 

__________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________ 

Day 30        March 21 
 

Daily Readings:  Matthew 27:2 & 11-14; Mark 15:1b-5; John 18:28-38 
 

Approach and Response 
 

Have you ever been unjustly accused? What was your response? Did you respond 

defensively and/or emotionally?  Humanly speaking, when confronted, it seems 

natural to defend one’s position and guard one’s reputation in an effort to preserve 

innocence. However, Jesus displayed some different techniques when falsely 

accused by the Jewish leaders and when questioned by Pilate. Jesus clearly 

modeled a different type of approach and response for His believers to follow. He 

spoke the truth, He spoke concisely, and, at times, He spoke nothing at all. 

The evening before, Peter had denied Jesus, and now, morning had arrived, and 

the entire high council (i.e. Jewish leaders) met to discuss and develop their 

strategic plan to have Jesus executed. The Jewish leaders were not permitted, by 

law, to order execution, only the Roman government (i.e. Pilate) could make this 

decision, therefore, the delivery of Jesus to Pilate. So, “They bound Him (Jesus), 

led Him away, and delivered Him to Pilate, the Roman governor” (Matthew 27:2).   
 

When brought before Pilate and interrogated, Jesus was questioned, “Are you the 

King of the Jews?” Jesus replied (concisely), ”You have said it. Is this your own 

question, or did others tell you about me?” (Matthew 27:11, Mark 15:2, & John 

18:24). Pilate responded (seemingly rather confused) by asking Jesus, “What 

(exactly) have you done?” (John 18:35). Jesus responded (truth), “My Kingdom 

is not of this world, I came to testify the truth” (John 18:36 & 37).  At this point in 

Scripture, Pilate declared to the crowd, “He is not guilty of any crime” (John 

18:38). Additionally, Pilate was “surprised” (Matthew 27:13), when Jesus 

“remained silent” as the Jewish leaders continued to prod Him (Matthew 27:12).  
 

Jesus, knowingly facing death on a cross and innocent of all charges against Him, 

simply, truthfully, and, at times, silently addressed His accusers. As believers, the 

Bible tells us we will face trials (James 1:2), perhaps not death on a cross, but, at 

times, we will be wrongly accused when we speak the truth of Jesus Christ. Let’s 

try to follow the example Jesus modeled to us, as He faced His execution. When 

we are approached by our “accusers,” let’s respond by, speaking clearly the truth 

of the Kingdom, which is not of this world. 
 

Prayer 

Dear Heavenly Father, thank You for Your ultimate sacrifice for me as You 

endured death on the cross.  Father, I love You and want to bring others to a 

saving knowledge of You, so they too can be part of the Heavenly Kingdom You 

have prepared for me someday. Help my response to unbelievers to be truth-filled 

and clear and follow the model You have set for me in Scripture. In Your precious 

Name, I pray, Amen. 
 

    Jill Arnold – Connections Director 
 

Notes_____________________________________________________________ 

__________________________________________________________________ 
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Day 31        March 22 
 

Daily Reading: Luke 23:7-12 

 

Strange Bedfellows 
 

You may have heard this quote before as it is often used in the phrasing, “politics 

makes strange bedfellows.” It is referring to the fact that unlikely companions or 

allies are often formed when they share one common thread. Today’s passage is 

one of those passages that aptly fits this description. Jesus appeared before Herod 

and when questioned, gave no answer. Upon receiving no answer, Herod and his 

soldiers mocked and ridiculed Jesus and sent Him back to Pilate. Luke 23:12 says, 

“That day Herod and Pilate became friends- before this they had been 

enemies.”  Funny how some things can unite us! 

 

Let me share the backstory: Herod Antipas, Tetrarch of Galilee, was the son of 

Herod the Great, a cruel and insane leader, who was appointed by Julius Caesar.  

(Herod the Great was the ruler when Jesus was born and Herod died in 4 BC.)  

Before he died, he divided the territory into four areas and his four sons (he 

murdered the others) ruled over these. Pilate, as Governor of Judea (similar title to 

Tetrarch), ruled over a different area. Herod, a somewhat practicing Jew, was in 

Jerusalem to observe the Passover when Pilate passed Jesus to Herod. These trials 

began to develop an alliance between the two over a common issue! 

 

Two enemies became friends because they shared a common type of rival. Jesus 

was called King of the Jews and Herod was appointed as King of the Jews, thus 

the basis for Jesus being a threat. The caution is before us! We may find ourselves 

in a place with a common gripe, a common threat, or some type of common 

enemy, but beware. These alliances are always a poor basis to establish a 

friendship.  Friendship in this manner is never deep. Don’t be fooled by 

friendships that are based on mutual negative relationships. These relationships 

tend to be shallow and fragile, and, generally, are not lasting. Let your 

relationships be built on a solid foundation and discover a friend who is closer 

than a brother. “There are ‘friends’ who destroy each other, but a real friend 

sticks closer than a brother.” Proverbs 18:24 

 

Prayer 

Lord, let me be an instrument of Your Peace in all my relationships. Protect me 

from unhealthy alliances. May I speak only words that would unite, encourage, 

and positively impact those in my world. “May the words of my mouth and the 

meditation of my heart be pleasing to You, O LORD, my Rock and my 

Redeemer.” (Psalm 19:14) Amen. 

 

    Arlie Davis – Lead Pastor 

Notes_____________________________________________________________ 

__________________________________________________________________ 

__________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________ 

Day 32        March 23 
 

Matthew 27:15-26; Mark 15:6-15; Luke 23:13-25; John 18:39-19:16a 

 

Second Appearance Before Pilate 
 

The events and trials when Jesus is before various officials have always disturbed 

me. In other passages, Jesus stands there silent, fulfilling the prophecy that He, a 

“sheep before shearers, is silent,” and, here again, He offers no defense against 

His accusers. It is not so clear, until this passage where Barabbas is demanded to 

be released, exactly who is to blame for Jesus’ death: the people.  

 

In the Greek, some manuscripts include Barabbas’ full name: Jesus Barabbas. 

Pilate asks the crowd: which Jesus do you want? Jesus Barabbas or the One called 

Messiah? Which do you want to kill? Kill the murderer and revolutionary man 

who fought the imperial occupiers, or the Man who put the religious leaders’ 

collective panties in a knot? 

 

Paul talks about Jesus as the Final Adam in 1 Corinthians, and that terminology 

will help us see Barabbas in a new light. In Adam, sin entered the world and all 

the world is condemned because of this one man’s disobedience. However, in 

Jesus, the Final Adam, life has come and all who are in Christ can have that life.  

 

But it is hard to connect myself with the story of the two Adams. They are so out 

there and ancient. That is until I think of Barabbas. Barabbas is more like the 

Second Adam. He was literally spared death because Jesus took his punishment. 

And that is where I stand, too. I am literally spared death because Jesus took my 

place. 

 

Prayer 

“God, how Your love extends to the most unlikely—to the least deserving. How it 

reaches through time and space to redeem any who are in Jesus, Your Son! Help 

me to see in this season of Lent just how literally You have saved me from death - 

just as Barabbas was. Amen.” 

 

Erik Ireland – Relational Care Pastor 

 

Notes_____________________________________________________________ 

__________________________________________________________________ 

__________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________ 

__________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________ 
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Day 33        March 24 

 
Daily Readings:  Matthew 27: 27-30; Mark 15: 16-19 

 

Mockery by Romans 
 

Mockery is often a mean-spirited imitation of something twisted to be an “absurd 

misrepresentation.” The intent is to harm someone by means of contempt, ridicule, 

sarcasm, or parody (Merriam-Webster).   

 

After Jesus willingly turned himself over to the mob in Gethsemane, He was taken 

to Pilate and then led to the Praetorium by an undisclosed number of Roman 

soldiers. These soldiers were crude, boorish men who seized the opportunity to 

abuse Jesus, a Jewish man who by birth was part of the Jewish religious culture 

regarded with contempt by them. 

 

They spared no attempt to humiliate Jesus and cause Him both physical and 

mental pain.  Stripping Him, they clothed Him with one of their cloaks, normally 

red, but when faded by the sun and weather, a purplish color. After robing Him 

with a soldier’s cloak, they jammed a hastily-woven crown of thorns onto His 

scalp, and shoved a reed (possibly bamboo) stick in His hand, then laughingly 

knelt and declared Him “King of the Jews.” They continued to mock Him, spit in 

His face (Jews felt contaminated when spit upon by Gentiles), then struck Him in 

the head with the reed stick.  Following this sadistic game, the soldiers put Jesus’ 

own robe back on Him, and then led Him out to be crucified. 

 

Jesus said nothing during this time, but steadfastly endured it all. Why did He say 

nothing? He had at His disposal all the angel armies of heaven to come and defend 

Him against the cruelty of these ignorant men. They could have been destroyed in 

an instant, but Jesus said nothing. He realized that these men had no clue that He 

was God, and that they, in their ignorance, were attacking the very One who came 

to bring them mercy.  

 

I need to ask myself how I will respond should the time come when I could be 

mocked or ridiculed for standing for Christ. My heart’s desire is to be true to the 

One who gave up everything for me.  

 

Prayer 

Dear Jesus, please help us to endure mockery or persecution and remain faithful 

to You as You remained faithful to us. 

 

    Sharon Davis – Wellness Care Director 

 

Notes_____________________________________________________________ 

__________________________________________________________________ 

__________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________ 

Day 34        March 25 
 

Daily Readings:  Matthew 27:31-34; Mark 15:20-23; Luke 23:26-32 
 

What are You Carrying? 
 

Baggage—never pleasant, always in the past. The reality is we are all designed to 

carry something. Simon of Cyrene reminds us of this. 
 

As Jesus is in the midst of some of His most excruciating moments, the Roman 

guards enlist an onlooker to carry Jesus’ cross! 
 

Instead of baggage, he carried a cross. Not looking backward, moving forward. I 

remember hearing it said that God will turn our mess into His message. He will 

not waste a hurt. Instead, He will utilize our past, change us in the present, and 

direct our future. 
 

How incredible this is! I know in my own life I have found such freedom in 

releasing things to Jesus. He whom the Son has set free is free indeed (John 8:36). 

Asking Him to take the baggage I carry is the best exchange possible. God 

reminds us of the truth that it is not about us, but His glory. John the Baptist’s 

prayer is one that we, too, can pray. “He must increase, but I must decrease,” 

(John 3:30). Joshua’s words are, unlike Simon being forced, a choice. “Choose 

this day whom you will serve,” (Joshua 24:15). Simon was a living illustration of 

Jesus’ Words. Deny self. Take up your cross. Follow Him. 
 

It’s not a popular message in our culture. Embrace pain, adversity, and grow. The 

early church knew this, and it sharpens me. Growth in surrender. Immediate 

versus eternal. So many things tug at our hearts daily to elevate self, rather than 

deny it. 
 

But, God tells me and He tells you there is a better way. Ravi Zacharias once 

tweeted, “All pleasure comes with a price. With true pleasure, you pay the price 

before. With false pleasure, you pay the price after.” This is true for all of us. Paul 

wrote about Jesus being the pinnacle display of this. Jesus, being God gave up all 

of His divine privileges to make His heart and willfully subject to that of His 

Heavenly Father. He calls us to do the same. 
 

We will all carry something. Baggage or the cross? Jesus or the man in the mirror? 

Perhaps it is a different action in response to Christ’s love. Perhaps it is knowing 

identity in Him. Paul wrote, “I have died, but Christ lives in me. And I now live 

by faith in the Son of God, who loved me and gave his life for me,” 

(Galatians 2:20). 
 

Prayer   Lord, today please show me how I need to act in obedience and take up 

my cross following You. You will show me. You will strengthen me. I will respond 

in love, because of Your love. In Jesus’ Name, Amen. 
 

    Mike Sweigard – Family Life Pastor 

Notes_____________________________________________________________ 

__________________________________________________________________ 
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Day 35        March 26  
 

Daily Readings:  Matthew 27: 35-44, Mark 15: 24-32, Luke 23: 33-24,  

  John 19: 18-27 

 

Check Your Motives 
 

Discipline, resolve, stick-to-itiveness, true love, forgiveness, mental toughness, 

selflessness…can you really choose a word to describe what Jesus possessed to 

endure the cross? What an impossible standard that has been set in our efforts to 

be Christ-like! 

 

Have you ever done a favor for someone, maybe even without them asking, and 

they didn’t appreciate it? I have. In fact, if I realize their negative feelings toward 

that favor before it’s finished, I’m usually tempted to not complete it. I may try to 

guilt them by saying, “I was doing this for you!” I need to check my motives. 

Appreciation goes a long way, and gratitude and encouragement are necessary 

motivators for most of us, even for doing the right thing. Leave these out of the 

mix and the fuel for good performance is quickly burned up. Jesus, however, 

followed through despite the negativity facing Him. Those He was doing this for 

(the ones there to witness it specifically) didn’t show gratitude. In fact, they 

mocked Him! They challenged Him to prove who He was with a display of 

supernatural power.  They used His suffering as proof that He wasn’t who He said 

He was. They threw His display of love and humility, His ultimate sacrifice, back 

in His face as weakness! 

 

But Jesus endured. He had the end goal in mind. He really could have saved 

Himself, but He chose not to. He prayed to God to forgive them in the middle of 

His own suffering. He showed forgiveness when they weren’t asking for it or even 

feeling remorseful. He didn’t have to walk away and come back later when He 

wasn’t angry. He didn’t have to process the situation later when He wasn’t acting 

on emotions. He finished it without positive reinforcement, and I/we need to 

follow His example. 

 

Prayer 

Jesus, help me to be like You so that others can see Your Love and give glory to 

God alone. Help me to serve without being asked. Even more so, grant me the 

discipline required to do the right thing at all times. Help me to forgive without 

hesitation. Teach me to rely on Your Strength and not my need for other’s 

approval to motivate me. Thank You for Your sacrifice. Amen. 

 

         Kyle Anspach – The Well Ministries Director 

 

Notes_____________________________________________________________ 

__________________________________________________________________ 

__________________________________________________________________ 

____________________________________________________________ 

 

Day 36        March 27 
 

Daily Readings:  Matthew 27:45-50; Mark 15:33-37; Luke 23:44,46 
 

Breaking the Silence 
 

Silence is a very dynamic thing. It can propel us to deep reflection and focus, it 

can calm our minds and souls, it can cause fear and uncertainty, and it can drive us 

with a need to break it and fill the void. Silence is not good or bad, in and of itself, 

it can be useful and it can be damaging. Many of us rely on it and just as many 

avoid it. Jesus knew how to use silence to make a statement.  
 

Jesus suffered at the hands of the leaders, soldiers, and common people on the day 

of His crucifixion. There is no doubt that these people tortured Him physically and 

emotionally. For most of the day, they scoffed at Him, called Him names, beat 

Him, and insulted Him. As Jesus approached His final hours on Earth, He would 

begin a battle that no human could see or understand at the time. Such evil would 

erupt toward Jesus that even the sun would hide its face. For three hours, darkness 

covered the land. Jesus arrived with a burning star of light to mark His birth. His 

death would be marked by darkness. While creation celebrated His arrival, it 

would mourn His death. These three hours marked three hours of the most 

overwhelming silence that the Earth has ever experienced. 
 

Jesus did not question any of the pain or torment He had experienced. He never 

said a word about the insults, the beatings, the suffocation, or the pain. It was only 

when His Father, His God, had forsaken Him for the sake of our redemption that 

Jesus cried out in pain at the separation from God. Even in the midst of this pain 

when it could be so easy to abandon God, Jesus still clung to God, saying “my 

God, my God” with complete confidence and trust. In the same way, we cry out in 

pain not understanding what we are going through but unwilling to doubt God. It’s 

ok to ask why. It’s ok to not understand. It’s ok to voice our hurt and frustration. 

Jesus demonstrated this for us. But He never ever turned from God. Instead, with 

a “loud voice”, He committed His spirit to God. This was not the voice of a dying 

man, but the heart cry of a conqueror with full strength undaunted by the battle 

and charging in to defeat the enemy for you! Despite being suffocated, beaten, 

broken, and exhausted, Jesus made a mighty cry to show the people He chose this 

time, that He was committing Himself to death for the sake of all. 
 

Jesus broke the silence for you and for me. He lived perfectly, and He died 

perfectly. The entire world experienced His battle with sin and death and saw the 

signs of His victory. He did this so that in the silence we could find confidence, 

peace, and victory in our Savior. In the silence, sin lost. 
 

Prayer 

Jesus, You created the silence and You conquered the silence. Lead me to a place 

where I can put my full focus on what You accomplished on the cross. Thank You 

for fighting my battle. Lead me to a great love of You, Jesus. Amen. 
 

What is Jesus saying to you in the silence? 
 

        Caleb Swartz – Spiritual Formation Director 
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Day 37        March 28 
 

Daily Readings:  Matt. 27:51-56, Mark 15:38-41; Luke 23:45, 47-49 

 

The Events That Happened The Moment Jesus Died 
 

Matthew 27:51-56 

When Jesus cried out for the last time and willingly gave up His spirit, several 

significant things happened:  the temple curtain was torn; there was an earthquake; 

tombs broke open and holy people came back to life; and the Roman centurion 

and the other soldiers who were guarding the cross acknowledged that Jesus was 

the Son of God.  The temple of Jesus’ day was the one built by King Herod the 

Great in 20 BC.  The temple curtain was a large thick veil that hung between the 

holy place and the most holy place inside the temple.  It likely would have been 

30 feet wide by up to 30 feet long.  It separated the people from their holy God for 

their own protection.  The significance of the curtain being torn at the moment 

Jesus died is that there is no longer a need for a separation from God.  With Jesus’ 

sacrificial death on the cross, His blood covers the sin of those who believe in 

Him and thus we are made holy and have direct access to God through Jesus.  It is 

also significant that the curtain was torn from the top to the bottom.  No man 

could have accomplished that – it had to have been done by God. 

 

The earthquake that happened when Jesus died split rocks like often happens in an 

earthquake, but this earthquake was selective in at least some of its damage.  It 

broke open tombs of many holy people and they were brought back to life and 

appeared to many people in Jerusalem after Jesus’ resurrection.  As amazing as 

this is, I think the most incredible thing is that the Roman centurion and the other 

soldiers acknowledged Jesus was the Son of God.  This group of soldiers had one 

of the worst jobs anyone could have.  It was their responsibility to ensure a 

prisoner was dead and that no one attempted to rescue the condemned person 

before their execution was carried out.  These were tough, hardened, pagan, 

Roman soldiers who were battle tested.  The Biblical account indicates that they 

were terrified by what they experienced, and these men who were the least likely 

to be transformed by the Gospel message, acknowledged that Jesus was the Son of 

God!  If Jesus’ gift of grace can convince these guys, it can soften and transform 

anyone. 

 

Prayer 

Lord Jesus, the events that happened at the moment of Your death on the cross 

help us to understand who You are and the depth of the love You have for us.  

Thank you for Your grace and the gift of redemption You provided to all who 

would believe.  Amen. 
 

Ken Paulhamus – Administrative Pastor 
 

Notes_____________________________________________________________ 

__________________________________________________________________ 

__________________________________________________________________ 
 

Day 38                  March 29 
 

Daily Readings:  Matthew 27:57-61; Mark 15:42-46; Luke 23:50-54;  

  John 19:31-42, Matthew 27:62-66 
  

And Then There Were Two 
 

It was finished! Jesus’ death on the cross changed the course of existence.  A path 

was made for broken and imperfect people to be washed clean. But it also had an 

impact on the band of brothers who had spent so much of their time together over 

the past three years or so.  As a matter of fact, the entire group seemed to have 

scattered. Enter a man who is only mentioned in the Gospel accounts of Jesus’ 

death, Joseph of Arimathea! Jesus’ body hangs lifeless on the cross and along 

comes Joseph, a member of the Council, who asks and gains Pilate’s permission 

to take down the body and properly bury the One who he and other disciples 

believed was going to become a king of His people here on earth.   
 

The Bible tells us that Joseph was accompanied by Nicodemus as they properly 

prepared the body for burial as an act of worship and respect. You may recall 

Nicodemus from his late-night encounter with asking Christ how he could be born 

again. It’s where we learn that we must be born again to experience eternity with 

God. Considering their positions as part of the Sanhedrin and its stance on the 

Way, it would not have been easy for them to publicly come out and honor Jesus 

in this way. If you consider the fact that some of the believers would have felt as 

though the death of Christ on the cross was a demonstration that He was not who 

they thought He was, what would be the purpose of doing this? It’s because these 

two men recognized who He was, the difference He had made, and who knows, 

maybe He wasn’t done yet!   
 

Are there times when the storms of this life, dry spiritual seasons, or times when 

you just feel God is not close to you? It is in these times we can learn from Joseph 

and Nicodemus, two men who had nothing to gain and much to lose, stepped up to 

honor Jesus with a proper burial.  At a time when many in the world thought the 

Way was over, these two men weren’t ready to call it quits.   
 

So today, in the midst of your storms, you may be thinking that the plan you had 

for your life has just fallen apart. Jesus’ early followers anticipated with great 

excitement that He would take His rightful place on an earthly throne and rule 

over them. However, that was not what God had planned. His plan was so much 

greater, so much better. Take encouragement that in the dark times, the lonely 

times, the confusing times that God has something better for you. Take the 

humble step that Joseph of Arimathea and Nicodemus took when all others 

scattered, and you, too, may someday have your story told to the next generation, 

a story of God’s power, love, and faithfulness—the Christian heritage passed 

down from one generation to another. 
 

Prayer   Lord, help me hold tight when things around me seem to have fallen 

apart. Things are never over with You. Redemption is Your business—taking 

things that seem broken and making them whole again. Whether others stand with 

me or not, help me to stand for you regardless of my circumstances. In Jesus’ 

Name, Amen! 

Rod Baughman – Meadowbrook Christina School Administrator  
40 
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Day 39        March 30  

 
Daily Readings:  Mark 15:47; Luke 23:55-56; Matthew 28:1-8; Mark 16:1-8; 

   Luke 24:1-11; John 20:1-2 

 

He Has Risen? 
 

Luke 23:55-56 

When Jesus died, hope died too…at least for those who had not yet experienced 

the Resurrection. The women closest to Jesus were ready for death. They left the 

tomb defeated, and made preparations—not for life, but for a life without Jesus. 

They planned on it, and were now living with that reality. Of course, they did not 

witness the Resurrection yet, so this was customary.  

 

What if they had witnessed the Resurrection, though, and still continued to go to 

that tomb every day as though Jesus was dead? What if they continued to live that 

way for years? They would be absolutely crazy, right?! 

 

Before you answer…before I answer…pause with me for just a moment. Have I 

ever lived like the Resurrection hasn’t happened? Have I ever gone back in the 

tomb? Do I ever live a day like Jesus isn’t in it? That would be crazy right? And 

yet, we’ve all had days or least moments like that. We live as though Jesus never 

rose. We let sin defeat us, or we let fear and discouragement take over as though 

Resurrection power is on empty. 

 

Has He risen? Yes, amen, yes! So, let’s stop going to the tomb! Let’s throw the 

graveclothes away! We no longer need them. Let’s stop preparing for death, and 

embrace life fully! If we’re blessed to get 80 or 90 years of life on earth, it’s not 

nearly enough to waste any more days in a “death-like” life. We need a lifelike 

life! We need Resurrection reality!  

 

Prayer 

He has risen? Yes, He has! God, help me to live like it today! Give me that 

Resurrection power to make this day one to remember in the best way possible. In 

Jesus’ Name, Amen. 

 

Ryan Brosious – Worship Arts Pastor 

 

Notes_____________________________________________________________ 

__________________________________________________________________ 

__________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________ 

____________________________________________________________ 

____________________________________________________________ 

____________________________________________________________ 

 

Day 40        March 31 

 

Daily Readings:  Luke 24:12; John 20:3-10 

 

Peter and John See the Empty Tomb 
 

There is some (maybe not much, but some) debate in the scholarly world that John 

was not written by the disciple named John. There were other Johns around at this 

time, including the brother of Jesus, but few people believe the Gospel and 

Epistles of John were written by Jesus’ brother, John. Instead, there are some 

clues in the text that lead scholars to believe that the writer of the Gospel and 

Epistles (which share enough language and theme markers to reasonably believe 

they are written by the same person) was Lazarus.  

 

That bit doesn’t really interest me too much. Who wrote the book means less than 

the fact that generations of leaders and common people in the church have 

endorsed the value of these books and have given them rightful places in the 

collection of books we now call the Bible.  

 

What is fun, though, is the repetition of the phrase “the other disciple” or “the 

disciple Jesus loved.” The phrases do highlight the ambiguity of the books’ 

authorship, but more practically, they invite us to enter the story. How would I 

have experienced the scene if I was that unnamed disciple? Would I have run on 

ahead and then stopped at the cave entrance? Would I have restrained myself and 

remained outside the door? Would I have seen and then believed, even though I 

did not understand the Scripture that Jesus must rise from the dead? 

 

Prayer 

“Holy God, You have inspired Your people to record Your words for us and we 

get to read them, enjoy them, and draw life from them. Thank You for the scholars 

who plumb the depths to bring more meaning to life. Thanks mostly, though, for 

Your incredible Holy Spirit who illuminates the Scriptures and brings us back 

through time to the events in the past and, at the same time, can make alive the 

meaning, truth, and value of your work in history even today. As I read and as I 

live, help me ever to be placing myself in Your Story and living as though I am the 

gospel people can read each day. Amen. 

 

    Erik Ireland – Relational Care Pastor 

 

Notes_____________________________________________________________ 

__________________________________________________________________ 

__________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________ 

____________________________________________________________ 

____________________________________________________________ 
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Easter Sunday   Day 41     April 1 
 

Daily Readings:  Matthew 28:9-10; Mark 16:9-11; John 20:11-18 
 

Empty Graves 
John 20:11-18 

I’ve heard it said, “When you’ve been forgiven much, you love much.” 
 

What I most admire about Mary Magdalene, the woman we see at the empty tomb 

of Jesus, is her love. I see it in her tears, devastated over an empty grave where her 

Savior was supposed to be lying. I see it in her devotion to remain behind at the 

tomb as Peter and the others “went back to where they were staying” (verse 10). 
 

When you realize what Jesus had done for Mary only years earlier, the depth of 

her love becomes more real. In Luke 8:2, we learn that Mary was one of several 

women who had given up everything to follow Jesus wherever He went after 

setting them free from a plague of evil spirits. Mary made the choice to surrender 

her life to Her Savior’s leading, all because of what He had done for her. 
 

Yet there she was, crying over an empty grave that Jesus had already conquered, 

and I don’t blame her–she just hadn’t seen the risen Savior yet. But, she was about 

to, and when she did, her entire countenance changed. 
 

How often do we find ourselves torn over things that Jesus has already had victory 

over? Frozen in fears that Jesus has already thawed. Worreid about everything 

when commanded to “be anxious for nothing” (Philippians 4:6). 
 

If you’ve seen the risen Jesus, there is no need to stand crying over empty graves. 

The work is done. Fear is finished. Worries are pointless. Your entire life can 

change. 
 

I believe that for each of us who have seen the Savior on this side of His empty 

grave, we can only follow Mary in what happens to her as a result of Jesus’ 

victory in verse 18 of John 20. 
 

“Mary Magdalene went to the disciples with the news: ‘I have seen the Lord!’” 
 

My question for us today is: “Since He has already won the victory over it through 

His work in the grave, what do we need to surrender to Jesus–fear, anxiety, death, 

etc.? And who do we need to go to with the news ‘I have seen the Lord!’ after 

encountering our risen Savior?” 
 

Prayer Lord, I see you on this side of the grave. Risen over death. Risen over 

fear. Risen over worry. Point me to someone who needs to know that “I’ve seen 

the Lord!” so that they can see your empty grave, too.” 
 

         Jared Dimmick – Middle School Youth Director 
 

Notes_____________________________________________________________ 

__________________________________________________________________ 

__________________________________________________________________ 

Day 42        April 2 

 

Daily Reading:  Matthew 28:11-15 
 

Spreading Lies 
 

“If you repeat a lie often enough, people will believe it, and you will even come to 

believe it yourself.” I am sure you have heard this statement before…it is not a 

new thought! It was the basis of the chief priests justifying their actions and 

comforting themselves with their wrong behavior. 
 

Today’s brief reading is the story of “The Guards’ Report.” The guards needed a 

way to protect themselves so they bought into a lie…or, more accurately, got paid 

to lie! The Roman guards could have lost their lives as their sole mission was to 

guard the tomb so no one could claim the resurrection of Jesus actually happened. 

The soldiers needed the lie; it kept them alive with a job. The chief priests and the 

elders were so intent on justifying their evil actions that they were willing to 

compromise their faith to protect their decisions to crucify Christ. Certainly, chief 

priests were fully aware of the Ten Commandments, but the fear of loss of their 

prestige and power was the driving force that led them to take Jesus’ life and to lie 

about what happened to His body. The chief priests needed the lie—it preserved 

their positions. 
 

The date of the writing of this gospel is given at about 70 AD, so this story of 

Jesus’ disciples stealing His body during the night was still circulating some forty 

years later.  The story was circulated among all of those who had been part of the 

crowd that cried “Crucify Him!” The crowd needed the lie—it comforted their 

consciences.   
 

And somehow, I wonder if the priests and elders repeated the story so often that 

they even believed it themselves? Isn’t that what happens to many? As time 

passes, details become cloudy and the repeated story becomes the narrative that 

we accept. Each of the characters in this story were so intent on self-preservation 

that they were willing to compromise their own conscience to protect themselves. 

The Book of James calls it self-deceit and it is a dangerous place for anyone of us 

to land. Speaking the truth, living the truth, and defending the truth is the 

responsibility of each one of us if we are going to let the Light of Christ shine 

through us. 
 

When the temptations come to protect ourselves, speak the truth! When the 

temptations come to protect our reputation even when we have failed, speak the 

truth! When temptations come to protect others, speak the truth! God will be our 

Defender and Protector—always speak the truth! 
 

Prayer 

Lord, help me to be so determined to speak the truth that I will not be swayed by 

the pressure of others to speak in any other manner. Let my life live the truth and 

always speak the truth that others might always trust my words.  
 

    Arlie Davis – Lead Pastor 
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Day 43        April 3 

 

Daily Readings:  Mark 16:12-13; Luke 24:13-35 

 

Sunday Afternoon: 

Jesus’ Appearance to Two Disciples on the Way to Emmaus 
 

Of all of the passages in the Gospels that describe Jesus’ appearances after the 

resurrection, this is my absolute favorite! The time of the festival has ended and 

two friends are returning (presumably home) to Emmaus recounting the incredible 

events of the last weeks. They were not just in town for the Passover celebration, 

they were disciples of Jesus. The passage opens by calling them disciples (“two of 

them” which in the context refers to the women’s experiences at the empty tomb) 

and yet, they are accompanied by Jesus Himself, risen, as they walk. When they 

get to Emmaus the two invite Jesus to stay with them. While they eat supper, 

Jesus breaks bread with them (like at the Last Supper, perhaps?) and it is only then 

that they see and understand: this stranger who has walked with them and taught 

them is Jesus Himself—and He is alive! Jesus immediately disappears and they 

run back to Jerusalem to tell the eleven and those with them that they had also 

seen Jesus, but they had only recognized Him when He broke the bread.  

 

Can you and I recognize Jesus? Of all the questions we can ask about this passage, 

this is the one that haunts me.  

 

These two disciples were kept from recognizing Jesus. They saw Jesus’ face 

before He was killed and they saw His face and heard His voice this day, too, but 

they couldn’t recognize Him. They heard Him explain why Jesus had to be 

killed—a not-so-brief theology lesson. And still, they couldn’t recognize Him. 

And yet, in His breaking the bread they could finally recognize Him.  

 

While personal experience and good theology are both essential, you and I will 

find Jesus in suffering. With the hungry, with the illegal immigrant, with the 

single parent, with the orphan, with the addicted, and with the outcast. 

 

Prayer 

Dear Jesus, help me see and recognize You today. Give me the courage I need to 

follow You into uncomfortable places. Amen. 

 

    Erik Ireland – Relational Care Pastor 

 

Notes_____________________________________________________________ 

__________________________________________________________________ 

__________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________ 

____________________________________________________________ 
 

Day 44        April 4 
 

Daily Readings:  Luke 24:36-43; John 20:19-25 
 

Fear is the Opposite of Jesus 
John 20:19-20 

What do you do when you are afraid? Do you hide in your room with the door 

shut and earphones listening to your favorite song? Do you go for a drive and just 

cry out? Do you seek out family and friends for comfort and encouragement? Do 

you do all those things? Do you just freeze? 
 

There was a time in my life when God used the supernatural to get my attention 

and show Himself real to me. I was lying in bed one night and all of a sudden, an 

evil image appeared before me. I was frozen in my bed. The fear that came over 

me was physically crippling. It was then that I started to burn from the inside out. 

When I say burn, I mean a physical burning sensation. My mind raced to 

Scripture. I was reminded that evil has to flee in the presence of the name of Jesus. 

So, I said the name of Jesus out loud and I was immediately moved to an upright 

position and I heard the evil leave the room. I thanked God and asked Him to 

reveal the purpose. He did the very next morning. I was prepared and reminded of 

God’s incredible Power over evil. The situation I was prepared for that night has 

brought glory to God. Just the name of Jesus has the power to usher in His 

presence.  
 

This is the scene in the upper room after the disciples had just witnessed their 

Messiah being murdered. They met together, minus Thomas at this point, behind a 

locked door. Suddenly, Jesus appeared out of nowhere. His very presence 

frightened the disciples and Jesus sensed that. He gave a traditional, Jewish 

greeting, “Peace be with you” (John 20:19). The greeting brought a familiarity to 

the disciples to bring credit to Jesus’ identity. Jesus showed the disciples the 

wounds in His hands and feet, and in His side. Can you imagine that powerful 

scene? Just moments earlier, the disciples were grieving and lost behind a closed, 

locked door. The presence of Jesus brought freedom to the bondage that fear 

brings by making Himself real to His friends and carriers of His gospel message. 

The disciples now knew that Jesus was the Way to God, Truth of God, the Life of 

God. 
 

Do you know the same Truth? How real is Jesus to you? Are you entering His 

presence knowing Who He is and what He can do? Just His Name can bring 

freedom to any situation that is keeping us in bondage. Fear cripples us; Jesus 

frees us.  
 

Prayer 

Lord, help me today to focus on Your presence and not my situation. Help me to 

realize the realness of Your Name. When fear enters my life, help me remember 

the Name of Your Son, Jesus. Thank You that His Name repels evil. Forgive me 

when I fall short of knowing the true power of my Messiah.  

    Branden Mestach – Youth Pastor 
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Day 45        April 5 

 

Daily Readings:  Luke 24:44-49; John 20:26-31 

 

Believing Thomas – Another Appearance of Jesus 
 

John 20:26-31 

After Jesus rose from the dead, He appeared to a few individuals, to two disciples 

on the road to Emmaus, and to the group of 10 of the apostles on Resurrection 

Day – all but Thomas.  When the others tried to explain to Thomas that they had 

seen Jesus alive, he exclaimed that he would not believe it until he saw for himself 

and until he physically touched Jesus’ wounds.  Thomas has been criticized ever 

since and has even been given the title, ‘Doubting Thomas’.  But, in reality, would 

we have been any different?  The thought of Jesus being alive was just too good to 

be true.  Have you ever been told of a miracle, or something completely amazing, 

and found yourself saying, “I just can’t believe it”?  Then you know exactly how 

Thomas felt.  Because the Gospel writer included Thomas’ skepticism, it is even a 

more convincing account of the events surrounding Jesus’ resurrection. 

 

It was now Sunday - a week after Jesus had risen from the dead.  All eleven 

apostles were together and once again had the door locked for fear the Jewish 

leaders would be coming to arrest them and put them to death.  Jesus came, as He 

had before, and stood among them.  He greeted them as He had the first time, by 

saying, “Peace be with you.”  Then Jesus directed His attention to Thomas and 

encouraged him to touch his wounds, stop doubting, and believe.  Jesus’ presence 

removed any need for Thomas to touch Him.  He believed and proclaimed, “My 

Lord and my God!”  This is the Thomas we had seen back in John 11:16.  When 

Jesus told the disciples He was going to travel to Judea because his friend Lazarus 

had died, and when the disciples reminded Jesus that the Jews in Judea had tried 

to kill Him, it was Thomas who said, “Let us go, that we may die with Him.”  A 

much better title for Thomas is “Believing Thomas”.  Years later, when the 

disciples were scattered, Thomas preached the Gospel as far away as India.  He 

was killed for preaching about Jesus when angry religious leaders ran him through 

with a spear. 

 

Prayer 

Lord Jesus, thank you for inspiring the Apostle John to include the account of 

Thomas’ skepticism in his Gospel.  Thank you for Thomas and the other disciples 

who believed in You and preached Your message of grace and redemption to the 

world.  Amen. 

 

   Ken Paulhamus – Administrative Pastor 
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Day 46        April 6 
 

Daily Readings:  Matthew 28:16-20; Mark 16:14-18 
 

Found 
 

Do you remember playing hide-and-seek? In our house, that’s a favorite pastime 

right now. You’d find a good spot, “Ready or not, here I come” was shouted, and 

the game ensued. You didn’t know if they knew where you were and they didn’t 

know if you knew where they were. You’d search from room to room. Lights may 

be on, they may be off. But when you would find the one you were looking for, or 

when they would find you, there was an elation. A visible party on your face 

showed up. Found. Known. Together. 
 

It’s reassuring to think that our relationship with Christ is not a game of hide-and-

seek. Matthew records Jesus’ words, “And surely I am with you always, to the 

very end of the age.” He is never not. He always is. Immanuel, God with Us, is 

not something He simply does. God with Us is Who He is. 
 

Imagine the peace it brought the disciples to know their Redeemer and King was 

always with them; the comfort they had from the Supreme Authority that He was 

with them; the strength this gave them. Not their strength but Christ in them. 

Perfect love is looking you in the eye and giving you a task to carry out.  
 

The Maker calls His creation to one specific task: “Go and make disciples.” Jesus 

had the authority and He gave them, He gives us, work to do.  
 

I love the Truth God gives us here. It’s almost like those moments where a kid 

stands up to an enemy, and the enemy backs down and cowers. Not because of the 

kid, but because of the dad or principal standing behind the unknowing boy. Our 

battle is not one against flesh and blood, but one against the rulers, authorities, and 

powers of darkness and spiritual forces of evil in the heavenly realms. If God is 

for us, who can be against us? We can stand and live with confidence, not in 

ourselves, but in our Savior who stands with us, goes before us, and dwells inside 

of us. Whoa! Does that charge you like it does me?  
 

It is not hide-and-seek, it is better. Be found. Be known. Be with Him. Be 

obedient. He is with you. Always. 
 

Prayer 

God, thank You for being near me; for being with me. Thank You for the privilege 

You have given me to go and make disciples. Keep me open and obedient to Your 

leading me to do this daily, as You make a disciple of me daily. I love You because 

You love me. In Jesus’ Name, Amen. 
 

    Mike Sweigard – Family Life Pastor 
 

Notes_____________________________________________________________ 

__________________________________________________________________ 
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Day 47        April 7 
 

Daily Readings:  Matthew 28:16-20; Mark 16:14-18 
 

Go and Attach Yourself 
 

Matthew 28:19-20 

Jesus has thrown down the gauntlet. He had established His authority and identity 

of the Promised Messiah when He rose from the dead. Now, we see that Jesus was 

challenging, or commissioning His disciples to spread the message of Himself to 

all nations. He, not only told the eleven disciples, but more than 500 disciples 

were present when Jesus spoke out the crucial words of the commissioning. 500 

people were not enough to reach the whole world throughout time. So, Jesus gives 

us the same, crucial message of making disciples of all nations. 
 

You have heard the saying, “Bad company corrupts good character” (1 

Corinthians 15:33, NIV). I have also heard it said, “Show me a person’s friends 

and I will tell you who they are.” It is all about the attachment. I remember a 

group of friends I attached myself to in high school. We ended up plotting to “TP” 

a peer’s house as they were on vacation. The night got out of control. At the end 

of the night, the garage was flooded, a family heirloom was destroyed, screens 

were soaped, locks were greased, and the pool had floating logs in it. I did not do 

any of those things, but I was attached to those people who did. I got in trouble 

and put on probation. The company I attached myself to became a company that I 

did not want to be part of. The same is true of discipleship—think about it.   
 

Teaching and baptizing are not enough to reach the world for Christ. They are 

both important, and Christ mentions both, but He precedes those with discipleship. 

What does Jesus mean by disciples and how to make them? He lived the way He 

wants us to disciple. When people made the decision to follow Jesus, Jesus 

attached Himself to them. Through that personal attachment, they were able to 

observe His life and conversation; and in seeing and hearing, they began to absorb 

and assimilate His very character and behavior. This is the way He made 

disciples. He saw each disciple as an extension of Himself. An extension of His 

mission and method. Very basically, Jesus multiplied His very being by attaching 

Himself. 
 

Do we see our personal discipleship the same way? As disciples who are attached 

to Jesus, who are we attaching to so that ultimately, we can all be attached to 

Jesus? Are you multiplying yourself? As disciples, Jesus commands us to attach 

ourselves to those who will follow our Lord until they, in turn, can make disciples.       
 

Prayer 

Lord, open my eyes to the people around me. Guide me to the lost people. Help me 

to attach them to my life so they can experience You. Help me be a person who is 

worthy enough to have people attached to. Forgive me when I fall short of seeking 

out people to invest in and disciple.  

 

          Branden Mestach – Youth Pastor 

 

Day 48        April 8 

 

Daily Readings:  Mark 16:19-20; Luke 24:50-53 

 

Blessed to Bless 
 

Luke 24:50-53 

Great moments are only great if they cause life to be better because they 

happened. If these incredible moments leave us unchanged or unmoved, what 

purpose do they really serve? If I go to church, and experience incredible worship, 

a powerful sermon, great fellowship, and then leave unchanged… why go in the 

first place? After all, that to-do list at home isn’t completing itself! In the same 

way, if Jesus’ followers had just stayed on the mountain staring up at the sky, 

what good would Jesus’ work have done? 

 

It says in Luke 24:50 (NRSV), “Then He (Jesus) led them out as far as Bethany, 

and, lifting up His hands, He blessed them.” Jesus then ascended into heaven, and 

His followers worshipped, returned to Jerusalem different than they had left, and 

had a new lifestyle. Their mission was to go to the entire world with the message 

of Jesus’ life-changing power. They were blessed to bless others! After all, what 

good is it to be blessed and do nothing? 

 

The best way to thank God for His blessings is to tell Him. After that, show Him 

by blessing someone else. I think what holds us up in blessing others is the flawed 

thinking that it has to be a grand gesture.We think it’s going to take excessive 

amounts of time and money. In reality, often the things that bring the most joy to 

others are simple and free. So… who needs an encouraging text or note from you 

today? Who needs a hug as you pass by them? Which member of your family 

needs to hear, “I love you,” today? Since you have been blessed, make today a day 

to bless someone else. Blessings don’t keep very well… they’re meant to be 

distributed! 

 

Prayer 

Jesus, when You left earth, You gave me an incredible mission to spread Your 

blessings to the place and the people I’m part of. That’s my prayer today…I want 

everyone who comes in contact with me to feel blessed. Not because I’m so great, 

but because You’ve blessed me and given me the capacity to bless others. Help me 

to achieve that today. Help these past 48 days to create lasting change in me for 

Your Name’s sake. In that powerful Name of Jesus, Amen! 

 

    Ryan Brosious – Worship Arts Pastor 
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