
Week 5 - Protect Internally
Intro: What was one takeaway you had from Pastor Branden’s devotional online? If

you heard the sermon, how does that add to your takeaway?

Scripture Reading: Take some time to read through Nehemiah 5 again as a group
out loud. What was significant to you now that you’ve heard it?

Questions:

1. Nehemiah saw that the Jews were being taken advantage of by their own
people. When he heard of the offenses that were being committed by the Jewish
nobles and officials, what was his reaction? Where have you seen this kind of
reaction from leaders in the church, and did it lead to a positive or negative result?

2. Addressing sin internally requires spiritual maturity, a strong relationship with
Christ, and a good knowledge of the Scriptures. If someone in your small group
were to enter into a life of sin, how would you as a group address that sin with
grace and truth for the purpose of redemption, not punishment?

3. Read Matthew 7:3-5 as a group. In order deal with sin as a church, you must first
listen to the convictions of your heart and see the log in your own eye. What sin or
temptation do you struggle with the most? How can you create boundaries in your
life that keep you from these temptations and instead turn to Christ?

Action Step
If there is sin or temptation you struggle with in your life, confide in a pastor or

spiritual mentor this week and come up with an action plan for you how can be
freed from that vice. Being free from something requires that you fill that void with

something else though, so fill it with a virtue that glorifies God.

If there is someone in your life whom you love that is actively involved in a life of sin
yet calls themselves a Christian, come up with an action plan where you can gently

address that sin in grace and love with the goal of restoring them to the family of
Christ. Look to Galatians 6:1-5 and Matthew 18:15-19 for more biblical guidance.


