
Closing Actions

Action Step
As you continue in your forty days of prayer and fasting, meditate on this prayer throughout
the week (you can find it on our sermon page under the small group leader guide if you
want a written copy):
“Father, Son, and Holy Spirit, there is so much to be afraid of in this world today. I pray that

in the moments when we are facing the Goliaths of our life, may you provide us your
supernatural courage. May we keep your commandment of Joshua to ‘be strong and

courageous’ at the front of our mind. May we be able to experience your peace in troubling
circumstances. Finally, may we continue to be steadfast in our faith in you. In your name,

Amen.”

Take some time to collect Prayer Requests and Praises. Write them in a group chat (like
your Church Center messages) so that others can pray if they couldn’t make it.

Take some time to announce personal and church events that are coming up! It’s a great
way to have fun and grow as a group.

Week Four - Dedication During Discouragement
Intro: What was one takeaway you had from Pastor Ryan’s devotional online? If you heard

the sermon, how does that impact your takeaway?
Scripture Reading: Take some time to read through 1st Samuel 17 as a group out loud. What

was significant to you now that you’ve heard it?
Questions:
1. Many times, the story of David and Goliath is seen as only happening in one day.
However, we see here that the Israelites were mocked by Goliath every day for forty days.
Have there been times in your life where it has felt like there is something (or someone)
pushing against you for a very long time? Has that been resolved, and if so what did it
take?
2. In this passage, we see a prime example of what courage looks like. What gives you
courage, and how is it the antidote to fear? See Joshua 1:7 for another example of courage
in Scripture.
3. In today’s world, there are so many unknowns that may cause us to fear in many
different ways. Political turmoil, community discord, a worldwide pandemic, and all of the
after effects of these things have bred fear into our minds and our hearts. How can we
exemplify the courage of God and move forward from fear when there is uncertainty in
your life?
4. Take some time to share what you are afraid of. It can be as shallow or as deep as you
like it to be. How can we as a group give you encouragement in this?


